
How many cars outside your
window do you think are stopping

in your neighborhood?

It’s less than you think!



Neighborhood streets
become highways

GRID LAYOUT

APPS

Due to the grid layout in most of the city, non-local
commuters and trucks can use what would otherwise be
quiet local neighborhood streets to avoid congestion.

Google Maps and Waze have exacerbated the problem.

THIS RESULTS IN CUT-THROUGH TRAFFIC!



What if a single approach can
deliver all of these outcomes?



Exploring a
Neighborhood Approach

to Reduce Cut-Through Traffic
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What is a Low Traffic
Neighborhood (LTN)?

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

A neighborhood approach to managing traffic in
a way that redirects through-traffic away from
residential areas. The primary aim is to enhance
safety for everyone who uses the street.

LTNs promote walking, cycling, and socializing,
creating a healthier, more welcoming
environment for all.

BARCELONA, SPAIN



What would a low traffic
neighborhood look like?
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LOW TRAFFIC
NEIGHBORHOOD

What could a low traffic
neighborhood look like?
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Vehicular Traffic Circulation

Traffic can reach all
destinations but

cannot pass through
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Bikes and Pedestrians

Bikes and pedestrians
have full access
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Diagonal diverters
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Diagonal diverters



Plaza blocks near
key destinations
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Plaza blocks near
key destinations

Open Plans   |   openplans.orgExploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic



Shared Space Streets
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Shared Space Streets
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This neighborhood approach
is gaining ground worldwide

BARCELONA, SPAIN

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

PORTLAND, OREGON

BOGOTÁ, COLOMBIA

QUEENS, NEW YORK

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

BERLIN, GERMANY



1.6%reduction in traffic volume

01
Through driving is redirected as cars
move to perimeter roads for necessary
car trips.

46.9%
Traffic on boundary roads

stayed largely consistent, with
a slight average decrease of

2

Benefits for the neighborhood
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02
They make streets safer, by reducing
crime  and slowing down cars  in
residential neighborhoods.

50%
reduction in car-related casualties

In LTNs, there is a
10-18% reduction

in crime

3 4



Benefits for the neighborhood
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5.7% 9%

03

concentration of
nitrogen dioxide fell

within LTNs on boundary roads

Air quality is improved with less
emissions in the neighborhood.

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

04

increases life expectancy
by 2oo days

In London: prevented 37
deaths and half a million
sick days annually

more active travel

Boosts active travel, leading to health
benefits that include increased life
expectancy, reduced mortality, and fewer
sick days.

25%

4

5



Extra space is allocated to
the community: trees can be
planted, public seating areas or
playgrounds can be added 02

LTNs are self-enforcing and
don't require programming or
other daily maintenance (like
moving barricades) 01
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03

With lower traffic volumes and speeds,
LTN streets naturally integrate into
the bike network without needing
further investment and separate
infrastructure.

04

LTNs are inexpensive to
implement and over time,
saves the city a lot of money
with the health benefits. LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM6
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What LTNs
are NOT
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LTNs are NOT
pedestrianization
Unlike Open Streets, LTNs are self-enforcing and
don't require programming or other daily
maintenance (like moving barricades).
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What LTNs
are NOT

LTNs do NOT
require removing
parking
Additional improvements can be made by removing
parking, but an LTN can be created without
removing any parking.

BOGOTA, COLOMBIA Do
 n

ot
 re

du
ce

 e
m

er
ge

nc
y r

es
po

ns
e 

tim
es



N
ot

 p
ed

es
tr

ian
iza

tio
n

Do
 n

ot
 re

qu
ire

 re
m

ov
in

g 
pa

rk
in

g

Open Plans   |   openplans.org

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

What LTNs
are NOT

LTNs do NOT
prohibit vehicle
access
LTNs maintain full access for all essential vehicles
including emergency services, garbage trucks, deliveries,
and local traffic 7
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LTNs do NOT
reduce emergency
response times
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What LTNs
are NOT

According to several studies in London, because LTN’s
reduce traffic, emergency vehicles are able to more
easily access their destination without the obstruction of
obstacles like double parked vehicles or congestion. 

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
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What about
New York City?

Exploring a Neighborhood Approach to Reduce Traffic

SUNNYSIDE, QUEENS



NYC already applies
these elements
successfully in various
neighborhoods
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NYC’s current toolbox includes...
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SLOW ZONE IN CLAREMONT, THE BRONX39TH AVENUE BIKE BOULEVARD IN QUEENS

PASEO PARK IN JACKSON HEIGHTS, QUEENS



LTNs bring all
these together in
one area to amplify
their collective
impact.
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4

TECH PL / ADAMS ST IN BROOKLYN

BOND ST / LIVINGSTON IN BROOKLYN ST. MARKS AVENUE IN CROWN HEIGHTS, BROOKLYN

71ST AVENUE IN QUEENS



areas with
safety issues

areas with speeding and
evident cut-through driving

community centers, schools,
parks that should have
slower quieter streets

 How could your
neighborhood benefit from

an LTN treatment?

DISCUSSION
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Thank you!

Talya Schwartz

openplans.org

If you have any questions, or need further
information, please let us know!

talya@openplans.org
Lead Strategist, Urban Mobility

Suggest a
Low Traffic Neighborhood!

Do you have a neighborhood in mind that
you think might be a good fit for a Low
Traffic Neighborhood (LTN)? Scan below.

Interested in taking
action? Get Involved!!
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Harlem, Manhattan
APPLIED EXAMPLES

EXISTING

EE
83.6%

IE
8.5%

EI
7.6%

II
0.3%

EE
74.8%

IE
12.4%

EI
9.3%

II
3.5%

Vehicular traffic patterns

II (Internal-Internal) EI (External-Internal)

In reference to where car trips started and ended in/out of the zone:

IE (Internal-External) EE (External-External)

In the selected zone Entire community board 10

Source: Replica, Data from a random Thursday from Spring 2024
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Harlem, Manhattan
APPLIED EXAMPLES
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Lower East Side, Manhattan
APPLIED EXAMPLES
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EE
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IE
5.2% EI

4.9%

EE
78.9%

IE
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EI
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II
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Vehicular Traffic Patterns
Lower East Side, Manhattan

In the selected zone

Entire community board 3
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