
COMMUNITY BOARD REVIEW
SPRING 2026

CONSERVATORY WATER 
BASIN, ACCESSIBLE PATHWORK, AND BOATHOUSE
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PROJECT GOALS

Rehabilitation
Restore the building exterior, basin, and 
landscape in a manner consistent with 
the historic design of the Park while 

thoughtfully integrating the needs and 
experiences of today’s Park users.

Access for All
Increase site, program, and building 

accessibility by upgrading restrooms, 
terraces, and circulation routes to 
meet current standards and best 

practices, ensuring safe, equitable, and 
code‑compliant public access.

Environmental Stewardship
Strengthen the environmental 

performance of Conservatory Water, 
boathouse,  and its surrounding 

landscape by improving resource 
efficiency, modernizing systems, and 

supporting ecological health.
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Bogart Map (1873)
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Proposed Conservatory Water, 1862
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Boaters, 1917
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Old Boathouse, 1910
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Robert Moses at Kerbs Boathouse dedication, 1954
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Kerbs Memorial Boathouse, 1954
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Conservatory Water, 2017

CONSERVATORY WATER
SPRING 2026 | 12

PROJECT HISTORY |



NORTHSCALE 1” = 120’-0”

Ea
st

 D
riv

e

Fifth Avenue

Conservatory 
Water

Hans Christian 
Andersen

E 73rd St

E 72nd St

E 74th St

E 75th St

E 76th St

E 77th St

E 78th St

East D
riv

e

Alice in 
Wonderland

Concession 
Building

 Kerbs 
Boathouse

Waldo Hutchins 
Bench

James Michael 
Levin Playground

E 72nd Street 
Playground

Trefoil Arch

Glade Arch

Loeb 
Boathouse

CONSERVATORY WATER
SPRING 2026 | 13

EXISTING PLAN |



CONSERVATORY WATER
SPRING 2026 | 14

PAGE DESCRIPTION |

CONSERVATORY WATER BASIN 



Conservatory Water Basin Floor, Existing Condition (Winter 2024)
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Masonry Block Walls Early 20th Century Concrete Walls CPC Replacement Concrete Walls
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NORTHSCALE 1” = 60’-0”
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Key Plan Walking path and coping at Basin perimeter, west of Basin looking south towards 
concession

Basin coping, east of Basin looking north towards Alice
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Northwest corner of Basin, looking southeast towards BoathouseExisting perimeter wall, looking north towards Alice in WonderlandKey Plan
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Key Plan

NORTHSCALE 1” = 60’-0”
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Key Plan

NORTHSCALE 1” = 50’-0”

Site Boundary

Light Pole

Benches 

World’s Fair

LEGEND

CONSERVATORY WATER
SPRING 2026 | 21

BASIN - PROPOSED PLAN |



CONSERVATORY WATER
SPRING 2026 | 22

PAGE DESCRIPTION |

CONSERVATORY WATER 
LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS 
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Key Plan

1
2

Photo 1: 76th St Entry Photo 2: Walking Path to Basin, looking south towards Basin
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Key Plan

3
4

Photo 4: Stairs in walking path from East Drive entry, looking northPhoto 3: Walking path from East Drive entry, looking north
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<100 ft 
from entry

NORTHSCALE 1” = 120’-0”
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CONSERVATORY WATER 
BOATHOUSE AND TERRACE
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NORTHSCALE 1” = 20’-0”
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F I G U R E  1 5 .  View of tar applied at the Boathouse’s copper cricket flashing seams (Red Arrows) and at the copper chimney step flashing 
(Yellow Arrows).    
 

 
F I G U R E  1 6 .  View of a typical section of the copper integral gutter at the Boathouse which is terminated in a channel in the limestone 
cornice where tar has previously been applied (Red Arrows).    
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F I G U R E  1 3 .  Examples of metallic staining at and around the base of the Boathouse’s fleche (spire).    
 

 
F I G U R E  1 4 .  View of heavy metallic staining propagating from the underside of the cast iron cresting and extending downward along the 
Boathouse’s roof.   
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F I G U R E  3 3 .  View of an area of open brick mortar joints at the southwest corner of Boathouse’s south wing.  
 

 
F I G U R E  3 4 .  View of an area of open brick mortar joints at the southeast corner of Boathouse’s south wing. 
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F I G U R E  8 9 .  Detail view of instances of cracked brick caused by corrosion of a steel window guard assembly at the East Elevation of the Boathouse’s center 
section. 
 

 
F I G U R E  9 0 .  View of two (2) steel window guard rods bent up to presumably allow for easier replacement of broken glazing at the northern window of the 
East Elevation of the Boathouse’s center section.  
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F I G U R E  7 3 .  View of a crack at the granite water table at the southwest corner of the Boathouse’s south wing.  
 

 
F I G U R E  7 4 .  View of the missing aluminum glazing stop at the Boathouse’s northern window on the West Elevation.   
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NORTHSCALE 1” = 20’-0”

Planter layout in keeping 
with original terrace design 
intent

Add handrails 
at all steps for 
accessibility

Replace with accessible 
sandbox

Regrade and repave 
path and terrace for 
accessibility

Repoint and repair existing 
brick walls
Access gate

New retaining wall, wire 
mesh fence and cellar 
access
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Wire mesh fence

Green roofs on original 
building flat roofs and 
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Replace existing bluestone 
paving, restore pattern
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Existing Public Restroom Accessibility

ACCESSIBLE RESTROOM INACCESSIBLE RESTROOM
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