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February 20, 2026

Dina Levy

Commissioner

New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development
100 Gold Street

New York, NY 10038

Ahmed Tigani

Commissioner

New York City Department of Buildings
80 Centre Street, 3rd Floor

New York, NY 10013

RE: Opposition to demolition of the Roosevelt Island Steam Power Plant at 5 East Main Street absent
transparency, public process, and evaluation of reasonable alternatives

Dear Commissioner Levy and Commissioner Tigani,

At the Full Board meeting of Community Board 8 Manhattan held on February 18, 2026, the board approved the
following resolution with a vote of 37 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstentions, and 1 not voting for cause.

WHEREAS the City is proceeding toward demolition of the former steam power plant located at 5 East Main
Street, New York, NY 10044, a major industrial structure situated in immediate proximity to residences and
key public infrastructure on Roosevelt Island; and

WHEREAS public statements indicate demolition will commence in the near term as part of a broader
planning effort for the future of the site; and

WHEREAS public reporting indicates that an emergency order has been cited as a basis for demolition and
that HPD is managing the work for this City-owned structure; and

WHEREAS Roosevelt Island’s geography and constrained access routes mean that demolition activity—
especially trucking, staging, dust-generating work, vibration, and noise—can have outsized impacts on
resident health, safety, daily mobility, and emergency access; and

WHEREAS residents and stakeholders have reported that key information has not been made readily
available in a timely, centralized, and responsive manner, including (but not limited to): the demolition scope
and sequencing, contractor selection and oversight approach, hazardous-material survey findings and
abatement plans, air/noise/vibration monitoring plans, and transportation/logistics plans (including debris
removal methods); and

WHEREAS residents are very concerned about exposure to noxious and toxic materials from the emergency
demolition work already started; and

WHEREAS residents and stakeholders have also raised concerns that reasonable alternatives to full
demolition may not have been transparently presented, evaluated, or compared through a public, evidence-
based cost/benefit and risk/mitigation process (including stabilization, partial deconstruction, facade retention,
or other approaches that could reduce near-term harms while preserving optionality for future site planning);
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Community Board 8 Manhattan opposes proceeding with
demolition as currently structured and communicated, and calls upon HPD, in coordination with relevant City
and State agencies, to pause any demolition work beyond immediate, narrowly tailored safety stabilization;

and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Community Board 8 Manhattan urges that any final
decision-making for the site—including whether components of the structure could be adaptively reused or
preserved—occur only within a planning process that clearly centers the short- and long-term interests of

Roosevelt Island residents and the broader community.

Please advise us of any action taken on this matter.

Sincerely,
Valerie S. Mason Paul Krikler
Chair Chair, Roosevelt Island Committee

CC:

Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York State

Honorable Zohran Mamdani, Mayor of the City of New York

Honorable Brad Hoylman-Sigal, Manhattan Borough President

Honorable Jerry Nadler, 12th Congressional District Representative
Honorable Liz Krueger, NYS Senator, 28th Senatorial District

Honorable José M. Serrano, NYS Senator, 29th Senatorial District
Honorable Edward Gibbs, NYS Assembly Member, 68th Assembly District
Honorable Alex Bores, NYS Assembly Member, 73rd Assembly District
Honorable Rebecca Seawright, NYS Assembly Member, 76th Assembly District
Honorable Julie Menin, Speaker, NYC Council, 5th Council District
Honorable Virginia Maloney, NYC Council Member, 4th Council District
Honorable Elsie Encarnacion, NYC Council Member, 8th Council District

Page 2 of 2



	February 20, 2026
	Please advise us of any action taken on this matter.
	Sincerely,

