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The City of New York 

Community Board 8 Manhattan 

Social Justice Committee 

Monday, September 23, 2024 – 6:30 PM 

This meeting was conducted via Zoom 

 

MINUTES 

 

CB8 Members Present: Sarah Chu, Saundrea I. Coleman, Wendy Machaver (Public Member), and Rita Popper. 

 

Approximate Number of Public Attendees: 1 

 

Item 1 – Discussion of past social justice meeting topics 

 

The Social Justice committee met to conduct a retrospective of past meeting topics and to solicit ideas for future 

meetings. The co-chairs’ view is that social justice issues impact us all regardless of our demographic identity and 

the committee seeks to be on the forefront of issues in our community. 

 

 

 
 

 

Updates on past issues: 
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1. NYCHA Conditions 

Saundrea reported participating in a forum with Dr. Raja Flores and the Public Advocate on the topic of 

NYCHA living conditions and that residents are still living in harmful conditions. Saundrea and the Holmes-

Isaacs Coalition worked to help residents with examples, including a resident living in a hazardous studio with 

their spouse and two small children. NYCHA wanted to move the family outside the community, and advocates 

helped keep him in the community and moved him into a safe 2-bedroom apartment. The granddaughter of 

Eleanor Bumpers, who was killed by police in NYCHA, was moved out of a lead-filled apartment into another 

lead-filled apartment. There is also evidence that NYCHA is warehousing apartments in the city during a time 

when there is an overwhelming need for affordable housing. 
 

2.  Facial Recognition Technology 

The President issued an executive order on policing that directed the National Academy of Sciences to 

produce a report on the use of facial recognition technology. Reports about the technology have also been 

released by the U.S. Government Accountability Office and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. In terms of 

policy, although some localities have banned the technology, states have not passed any bans, though some 

regulatory bills have been passed. 
 

Item 2 – Suggestions for future meetings 

 

1. Presentation from Greystone Bakery or other organizations that supports people in re-entry. 

2. Impact of businesses going cashless despite NYC legislation prohibiting businesses from denying cash 

payments. 

3. Facial recognition update from the Public Advocate’s office.  

4. Establishing a long-term project to work on. The proposed project was advocating to bring resources to 

Isaacs/Holmes residents to fix outstanding problems and ensure all apartments are occupied, habitable, 

and accessible. 

Item 3 – Old Business – None 

 

Item 4 – New Business – None 

 

This meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

 

Saundrea I. Coleman and Sarah Chu, Co-Chairs 


