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Since its 1943 publication, generations of children—and with them generations of adults—have fallen under the spell of Antoine and with them generations of adults—have fallen under the spell of Antoine have fallen under the spell of Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s The Little Prince. Translated into more than 500 languages and dialects, the book is second only to the s The Little Prince. Translated into more than 500 languages and dialects, the book is second only to the Bible in its foreign editions. Though this whimsical traveler is widely known and loved, few know that Saint-Exupery conjured him into existence in New York City and in Northport, Long Island. Dozens of plaques and statues around the world commemorate the novelist, however there is no such monument in Manhattan, which Saint-Exupery left just weeks before publication. From New York, he sailed to North Africa with one advance copy of the fable/story in his bag; fifteen months later, he disappeared at the controls of a Lockheed P-38 Lightning, while on a reconnaissance mission for the US Air Force.
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Jean-Marc de Pas, sculptor, was born in Rouen in 1962. He graduated from the Beaux arts de Paris and the Ecole Boulle, with a Ph.D. in art and art arts de Paris and the Ecole Boulle, with a Ph.D. in art and art sciences. He opened his studio in 1989 in Bois-Guilbert in Normandy. For nearly 30 years, he has created numerous monumental works installed in public spaces, including the bust of Saint Exupéry at the Air and Space Museum in Le Bourget, offered to the Museum by the Antoine de Saint-Exupéry Exupéry at the Air and Space Museum in Le Bourget, offered to the Museum by the Antoine de Saint-Exupéry Youth Foundation and their partners. His favorite material is clay, which is malleable; his works are then edited in bronze or in composite materials.  His studio and gardens receive more than 15,000 visitors a year.
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VILLA ALBERTINE, A NEW FRENCH INSTITUTION FOR ARTS AND IDEAS IN THE UNITED STATES, BUILDS ON THE BOLD AND INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS THAT HAVE BEEN THE HALLMARK OF THE FRENCH CULTURAL NETWORK ABROAD FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY. CREATED BY THE FRENCH MINISTRY FOR EUROPE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN NOVEMBER 2021, VILLA ALBERTINE OFFERS A NOVEL ARTIST'S RESIDENCY MODEL IN WHICH RESIDENTS CHOOSE THE LOCATION BEST SUITED TO THEIR WORK WITHIN THE HOST COUNTRY. WITH A PERMANENT PRESENCE IN 10 MAJOR US CITIES, IT AIMS TO FOSTER IN-DEPTH EXPLORATORY RESIDENCIES FOR ARTISTS, THINKERS, AND CULTURE PROFESSIONALS HAILING FROM ALL CREATIVE DISCIPLINES. AS HEADQUARTERS OF VILLA ALBERTINE, THE PAYNE WHITNEY MANSION - THE HISTORIC HOME OF THE CULTURAL SERVICES OF THE FRENCH EMBASSY - IS THE BEATING HEART OF A NETWORK OF CREATIVE THOUGHT AND INNOVATION ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, INTEGRATING A STORIED CULTURAL HISTORY WITH CUTTING-EDGE DESIGN. WITHIN THE PAYNE WHITNEY MANSION, ONE ALSO FINDS ALBERTINE BOOKSHOP, A READING ROOM AND CENTER FOR TRANSATLANTIC LITERARY EXCHANGE, DEVOTED TO BOOKS IN FRENCH AND ENGLISH.
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AWARE OF THE HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE OF THIS BUILDING AND WITH THE IDEA OF RESTORING ITS ORIGINAL LUSTER WHILE OPENING IT UP TO CONTEMPORARY CREATION AND MAKING IT MORE SUITABLE FOR THE VARIOUS FUNCTIONS IT HOSTS, THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN THE US AND VILLA ALBERTINE HAVE CARRIED OUT MAJOR WORK IN THE PAYNE WHITNEY MANSION SINCE 2018, INCLUDING: 2004-2005, MAIN LOBBY CONSERVATION OF INTERIOR FINISHES. 2018, THE ORIGINAL DECOR OF THE VENETIAN ROOM, DESIGNED BY STANFORD WHITE, WAS FULLY RESTORED AND REINSTALLED IN ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE BUILDING. 2019-2020, MAJOR STRUCTURAL AND UPGRADING WORK WAS CARRIED OUT IN THE UPPER LEVELS OF THE BUILDING. THIS NEW PHASE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE REDESIGN OF THE SECOND-FLOOR RECEPTION SPACES. 2022, VILLA ALBERTINE HAS COMMISSIONED BOA STUDIO WITH THE LIGHTING OF THE ENTRANCE HALL TO HIGHLIGHT THE RICH DECOR IMAGINED BY STANFORD WHITE. 2022, RESTORATION OF HELEN HAY WHITNEY'S STUDIO ON THE 5  FLOOR OF THE BUILDING. THE WORK WILL CONTINUE WITH THE RE-FURNISHING AND THE DECORATION OF THE STUDIO AS PART OF A PROJECT AWARDED TH FLOOR OF THE BUILDING. THE WORK WILL CONTINUE WITH THE RE-FURNISHING AND THE DECORATION OF THE STUDIO AS PART OF A PROJECT AWARDED TO THE FRENCH MEXICAN INTERIOR DESIGNER HUGO TORO (WORK IN PROGRESS, OPENING IN SEPTEMBER 2023). 2022-2023, FAÇADE RESTORATION. IT IS IN THE CONTINUITY OF ALL THESE EFFORTS TO ENHANCE AND PRESERVE THE PAYNE WHITNEY MANSION THAT VILLA ALBERTINE WISHED TO COMMISSION TO DESIGN A LIGHTING PROJECT FOR THE FACADE, AND IN PARALLEL WITH THE RENOVATION OF THE FACADE, THAT VILLA ALBERTINE WISHED TO COMMISSION BOA STUDIO TO DESIGN A LIGHTING PROJECT FOR THE FACADE, WHICH IS CURRENTLY THE SUBJECT OF A MAJOR RESTORATION. THE IDEA OF THIS PROJECT IS TO EMPHASIZE THE WORK OF STANFORD WHITE AND, WHILE RESPECTING ITS HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE, TO PROVIDE A CONTEMPORARY ARTISTIC DIMENSION TO THIS LANDMARKED FACADE ALIGNED WITH VILLA ALBERTINE'S MISSION OF PROMOTING FRENCH CREATION AND FOSTERING BILATERAL DIALOGUE THROUGH THE ARTS.
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