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RE: 405 East 59th Street - INDIVIDUAL LANDMARK. Michael Leocata, Greenberg Farrow, 
architect. Application is for interior and facade renovation including sidewalk alteration, freight and ADA 
elevator installation, HY AC systems, interior lighting. 

Dear Chair Carroll, 

At the Full Board meeting of Community Board 8 Manhattan held on February 19, 2020, the board 

APPROVED the following resolution by a vote of 34 in favor, 0 opposed, I abstention, and O not voting for 

cause. 

WHEREAS the Queensboro Bridge is a Beaux Arts-style bridge designed by preeminent bridge engineer 
Gustav Lindenthal who commissioned architect Henry Hornbostel to add artistic details to the bridge; 

WHEREAS the space under the bridge, enclosed in 1915, is not an interior landmark; 

WHEREAS however, the vault area of the space is the most important aspect of the interior which is 
topped by a magnificent Guastavino tile ceiling which presents in the unique basket-weave style the firm 
was famous for; 

WHEREAS since the space is not an interior landmark, the way the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission deals with it is a little different from the way the commission deals with other interior 
spaces-the role of the commission is to maintain a sense of the "cathedral-like" feel of the space; 

WHEREAS the space has been divided into two parts - one part is now used as an event space and the 
applicant is proposing a Trader Joe's for the second part. [The space was formerly occupied by Food 
Emporium and has now been vacant for 5 years.]; 

WHEREAS the applicant proposes a minimal amount of intervention on the 59th Street side of the space; 

WHEREAS at the 60th Street side of the space the intervention will be greater: the applicant plans to 
change the signage and to create new by-fold doors, leading to new freight elevators; 
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