
Shape Your Waterfront



The Waterfront Alliance inspires and effects resilient, 

revitalized, and accessible coastlines for all 

communities.

Who we are  





Our work in Manhattan
Estuary Explorers program 

City of Water Day 

Design the Edge on the Harlem Greenway

Waterfront Conference 

Resilient River Festival

Skyport DockNYC

Advocated for citywide NYC Ferry 

service, 21 stops (and counting!) 

CB 8: Four Freedoms CoWD, East River Crew @ 96th

Street, Friends of East River Esplanade, CIVITAS, Ferry 

advocacy for 90th 



NYC rights to excellent waterfronts

Equitable, Sustainable, Resilient

NYC Waterfront Revitalization Program 

Public
The Public Trust Doctrine 

Clean 
The Clean Water Act 

Natural
The Coastal Wetlands Protection Act
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But there are many challenges…
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The cost of coastal living is rising 



Coasts are home to 1+ billion, but 

we’re often disconnected
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We’re losing our wetlands 





Harbor Scorecard: CB 8





WEDG is a rating system and guidelines 



Access

Resilience

Ecology

And a communications tool



Category 0: Understanding site 

context and community needs



Category 1: Responsible siting

to avoid flood risk
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Category 2: Using community 

input to design public access

Image: WEDG Certified Brooklyn Bridge Park



Starlight Park (Parks)

Access to river

Restored tidal wetlands and 

wildflowers

Built to capture 95% of park’s runoff 

before it enters Bronx River



Category 3: Designing 

resilient shorelines
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Oak Point/McInnis Cement

Restored wetlands

Public walkway

Re-activation of maritime use; 

reduced truck miles/CO2

emissions

Raised buildings out of the 

2050 floodplain

Wave attenuating 

breakwaters



Category 4: Protecting and 

restoring natural resources 
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Sunset Park Materials 

Recovery Facility (SIMS) 



How CB 8 can use WEDG? 

Sarah Dougherty

sdougherty@waterfrontalliance.org

wedg.waterfrontalliance.org 

mailto:sdougherty@waterfrontalliance.org

