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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee, November 15, 2010 – 6:30 PM

Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East 79th Street – Room 1010

Present:  Jane Parshall, Teri Slater, Elizabeth Ashby, Marco Tamayo, Michele Birnbaum, David Helpern, Kenneth Austin, Joie Anderson, Christina Davis, Judy Schneider

Absent Excused:  David Liston, Susan Evans
1. 17 East 90th Street (Individual Landmark) and 22 East 91st Street (Fifth and Madison Avenues) – Carnegie Hill Historic District- Mr. Shelly Friedman, Friedman and Gotbaum, LLP, Kilment Halsband, Architects – Application is for work on the front and rear elevations of both 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street and relocation of mechanical equipment and for a multistory rear yard addition to connect 17 East 90th Street to 22 East 91st Street.   (Both properties are owned by The Spence School.)

THIS APPLICATION IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS:  Part 1:  Work on front elevations at 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street and relocation of mechanical equipment and Part 2:  Multistory rear yard addition to connect 17 East 90th Street to 22 East 91st Street.

Part 1: Work on front elevations at 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Streets

WHEREAS 22 East 91th Street is a restrained 10-story neo-Georgian style school designed by John Russell Pope and constructed in 1929 with an addition designed by Fox and Fowle and constructed 1985-87.
WHEREAS 22 East 91st Street is the main campus for The Spence School middle and upper schools.

WHEREAS 22 East 91st Street is a contributing building within the Carnegie Hill Historic District. 

WHEREAS 17 East 90th Street, an individual landmark, is a 5-story, neo-Georgian house, designed by F. Burrall Hoffman, Jr. and constructed 1917-1919.

WHEREAS 17 East 90th Street, among other outstanding architectural features, is distinguished by an arcaded loggia and rises from a rusticated limestone base.

WHEREAS 17 East 90th Street was acquired by The Spence School in 2008.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to remove the steps on both buildings to make them handicapped accessible:  3 steps at 17 East 90th Street and 1 step at 22 East 91st Street.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes adding panels to the doors at both 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street to make up for the removed front steps; each door would be taller than it is now.

WHEREAS the existing balustrade at 17 East 90th Street would be dropped down to accommodate the removal of the steps.

WHEREAS there will be some in-kind masonry restoration work and in-kind window restoration work at 17 East 90th Street.
WHEREAS at 22 East 91st the applicant proposes to relocate the mechanical equipment from the 4th floor of 1987 addition to the 10th floor of 22 East 91st Street where it will be only slightly visible from the public way.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 1 of this application, work on front elevations at 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street and relocation of mechanical equipment, be approved as presented.

VOTE:  5 in favor (Anderson, Davis, Helpern, Austin, Schneider), 5 against (Ashby, Birnbaum, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo)

Part 2:  Multistory rear yard addition to connect 17 East 90th Street to 22 East 91st Street.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes a multi-story rear yard addition to 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street, with two floors below grade and two floors above grade and adding about 640 square feet to the usable space of the school for the above grade portion.

WHEREAS the  part of the addition that would be above grade  would consist of an approximately 28-foot high two story modern glass structure to connect/expand the two buildings which will use approximately 1,500 square feet of glass.

WHEREAS the application requires the removal of three of the six 14-foot high windows on the rear elevation of the John Russell Pope building at 22 East 91st Street to accommodate the atrium part of the planned connection/passageway between the two buildings.

WHEREAS with the exception of the atrium at the rear of 22 East 91st Street, the connector will be approximately 5’ wide.

WHEREAS the application requires that five of the windows on the east elevation of 17 East 90th Street be covered.

WHEREAS the proposed addition will be visible from 90th Street and from Madison Avenue. 

WHEREAS the application will require a zoning variance from the Board of Standards and Appeals since the addition exceeds the rear yard height limit as required under the New York City Zoning Resolution.

WHEREAS a modern glass structure is out-of-context, inconsistent and inappropriate with both the scale of the individual landmark that is 17 East 90th Street with its fine neo-Georgian details and within the Carnegie Hill historic district. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 2 of this application – the multistory rear yard addition to 17 East 90th Street and 22 East 91st Street – be disapproved as presented.

VOTE: 7 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo, Austin), 3 against (Davis, Helpern, Schneider)

2. 124 East 62nd Street– Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Mark Gerstle, expeditor and Judy Licht-Della Femina, co-owner --.  Application is to legalize a fence.   
LAID OVER UNTIL THE DECEMBER MEETING OF THE LANDMARKS COMMITTEE OF COMMUNITY BOARD #8 WHERE IT WILL BE THE FIRST AGENDA ITEM.
3. 21 East 65th Street (Madison and Fifth Avenues – Upper East Side Historic District - Mr. Shea Murdock, Murdock Young Architects  – Application is to modify the storefront entryway.

WHEREAS 21 East 65th Street is a rowhouse built in 1881 and altered in the neo-Federal style by Scott & Prescott in 1929.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes a new doorway at 21 East 65th Street on the east side of the front elevation that will match an existing doorway on the west side of the front elevation.

WHEREAS the proposed new door will behind the masonry of the front elevation and will have a rounded glass transom above.  

WHEREAS the new door will be painted black to match the paint color of the existing door and window frames.

WHEREAS the new door will give symmetry to the front elevation.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  10 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo, Austin Davis, Helpern, Schneider)

4. 205 East 61st Street (Third and Second Avenues) – Treadwell Farm Historic District -- Mr. Michael Zenreich, architect  – Application is to install a barrier free access lift.

WHEREAS 21 East 65th Street is a rowhouse built in 1881 and altered in the neo-Federal style by Scott & Prescott in 1929.

WHEREAS there is a below-grade community facility (dentist office) and the rest of the building is a residence.

WHEREAS the lift is needed to provide handicapped access to the dental office.

WHEREAS at the sidewalk, unless in use, the lift is in a vertical position and does not protrude into the sidewalk.  

WHEREAS the access lift, when in use, will bring the occupant down the 3 steps to the dental office. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Parshall, Tamayo, Austin, Davis), 1 against (Schneider), 1 abstention (Slater)

5. Public Hearing: PROPOSED HELLGATE HISTORIC DISTRICT --  The proposed area of designation includes the rowhouses on the north side of 94th Street and the south side of 95th Street between Lexington and Third Avenues and the rowhouses, synagogue and a seven-story apartment building (built in 1900) on Lexington Avenue.  

WHEREAS the Landmarks Committee of Community Board # 8 passed a resolution in support of the proposed Hellgate Historic District at its July 19, 2010 meeting.

WHEREAS the Full Board subsequently voted to table a vote as to whether to support the Hellgate Historic District and the Board Chair returned said item to the Landmarks Committee for further consideration and recommendations in light of an ongoing dialogue between various neighbors and organizations.

WHEREAS the Landmarks Committee of Community Board #8 decided, at its September 13, 2010 meeting, to lay over further discussion in committee as to the Hellgate Historic District to the November 15, 2010 Landmarks Committee meeting so that the affected community could continue to have an ongoing dialogue on the proposed district.

WHEREAS no members of the public are present, except for the president of Carnegie Hill Neighbors and one resident of the affected area.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT NO FURTHER ACTION TAKEN ON THIS ITEM AT THIS TIME.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Davis, Parshall, Tamayo, Austin, Schneider), 2 abstentions (Birnbaum, Slater)
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