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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee, October 18, 2020 – 6:30PM

Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East 79th Street – Room 1010

Present:  Jane Parshall, Elizabeth Ashby, Marco Tamayo, Susan Evans, Michele Birnbaum, David Helpern, Kenneth Austin, David Liston, Joie Anderson, Christina Davis

Absent Excused:  Teri Slater

1. The Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation – 1071 Fifth Avenue (89th Street)-  Individual Landmark -- Mr. Andre Kikoski, Architect – Application is to install a free standing kiosk in front of the building.

WHEREAS 1071 Fifth Avenue is a Modern-style museum building designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and constructed 1956-59.

WHEREAS the applicant has proposed at 75 sq. ft. teardrop-shaped kiosk (for food) that would sit below the overhang of the museum and in front of the book store.

WHEREAS the tear-drop shape of the kiosk mimics the “football-shaped” geometry that Frank Lloyd Wright used throughout the building for various design elements such as the drinking fountains.

WHEREAS the kiosk would be 6 ½’ wide x 12’ long and the material would be simple resin. 

WHEREAS the kiosk would clean up some of the visual noise in front of the museum and improve the flow of people in a very public space. 

WHEREAS the kiosk, although designed to be portable, would not be removed every day and has the danger of looking like a permanent addition to the museum.

WHEREAS the design for the kiosk takes away from the sweep of the concrete spiral above it which expands upward from a low base (the most prominent design feature of the landmarked museum) and presents an architectural statement that will appear to be permanent.

WHEREAS the kiosk will add to the congestion of the streetscape, already very congested.

WHEREAS the kiosk interferes with the imagery of the Frank Lloyd Wright museum

WHEREAS to put an object of any kind in front of one of the most architecturally significant buildings in New York City makes it appear as if one is actually adding on to Wright’s building.

WHEREAS The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum is a masterpiece; it should not be tampered with.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is disapproved as presented.

VOTE: 10 in favor (Parshall, Ashby, Tamayo, Evans, Birnbaum, Helpern, Austin, Liston, Anderson, Davis)
2. 930 Fifth Avenue (74th Street) – Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Stephen Wang Architect.  Application is to install new windows.  
WHEREAS 930 Fifth Avenue is a nineteen-story Classicizing Modern apartment building designed by Emery Roth & Sons, and built in 1940. 

WHEREAS the original windows at the above-referenced location were steel casement windows with vertical and horizontal divisions.  

WHEREAS in 1985 the Landmarks Preservation Commission approved a Master Plan (the “1985 Master Plan”) for the installation of new windows with reduced mullions compared to those in the original windows.

WHEREAS many windows were replaced as per the at the 1985 Master Plan however there remains a patchwork of windows of various window configurations, including single pane, double pane, and triple pane windows, with only a few original windows remaining.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes a new Master Plan (the “Proposed Master Plan”) pursuant to which there will be various window configurations for different vertical lines of the building and 1) all windows on the first three floors will be exact replicas of the original windows (“Part 1 of the Proposed Master Plan”) and 2) all windows above the third floor will be the same as the original windows except that they will not have the horizontal mullions that were part of the original windows and which will be part of the windows on the first three floors as per the Proposed Master Plan (“Part 2 of the Proposed Master Plan”).  

WHEREAS the Landmarks Committee wishes to vote separately on the Parts 1 and 2 of the Proposed Master Plan.

Part 1 of the Proposed Master Plan:

WHEREAS Part 1 of the Proposed Master Plan will restore the windows of the first three floors to their original configurations, thereby reverting back to the architect’s original intent and original design. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 1 of the Proposed Master Plan is approved as presented.

VOTE: 10 in favor (Parshall, Ashby, Tamayo, Evans, Birnbaum, Helpern, Austin, Liston, Anderson, Davis) 

Part 2 of the Proposed Master Plan:

WHEREAS Part 2 of the Proposed Master Plan will result in a uniform plan consistent with the architect’s original intent and original design.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 2 of the Proposed Master Plan is approved as presented.

VOTE: 6 in favor (Parshall, Tamayo, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Davis), 1 opposed (Ashby), 3 abstentions (Anderson, Birnbaum, Austin)
3. 841 Lexington Avenue (64th Street) -- Upper East Side Historic District- Mr. Daniel P. Allen, Architect – Application is to replace storefront infill and install signage.

WHEREAS 841 Lexington Avenue is a Simplified Colonial Revival style store and apartment building, designed by Thomas W. Lamb and constructed in 1929.

WHEREAS the second floor windows are similar to the windows in the 1940 tax photo. (The applicant was not able to locate any earlier photographs of the building.) 

WHEREAS the applicant will make repairs to the first two floors of the building (the top three floors are not part of this application) including cleaning and patching the existing limestone and removing paint.

WHEREAS the large storefront mullion-less windows are appropriate to a retail establishment.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Parshall, Ashby, Tamayo, Evans, Helpern, Austin, Liston, Anderson, Davis), 1 abstention (Birnbaum)
4. 44 East 74th Street (Madison and Park Avenues) – Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Paul Gregory, architect – Application is to legalize modifications to a bay window and replacement of a window without Landmarks Preservation Commission permits. 
WHEREAS 44 East 74th Street is a Beaux Arts style residence, designed by the George F. Pelham and built in 1904-1905. 

WHEREAS without approval by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, a bay window on the south rear yard of the building was modified and a window, also on the south rear yard, was replaced. 

WHEREAS the above referenced bay window was converted from a straight casement window to a Juliet balcony with doors that swing inward.

WHEREAS the above-referenced window was a casement window and was replaced by a French doors and a walkout balcony. 

WHEREAS Community Board 8 does not condone such changes being made without approval by the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

WHEREAS despite the fact that the necessary approvals were not obtained prior to the changes being made, said changes have resulted in a rear facade more consistent with the character of the building and with the intentions of the original architect.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Parshall, Ashby, Tamayo, Evans, Helpern, Austin, Liston, Anderson, Davis), 1 abstention (Birnbaum)
5. Old Business

6.  New Business
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