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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Joint Meeting
Health, Seniors, and Social Services Committee 
Housing and Public Safety Committee
The Brick Presbyterian Church, Carnegie Room
62 East 92nd Street, New York, New York 10128
June 23, 2011, 6:30 p.m.


Community Board members present:  Molly Blayney, Matthew A. Bondy, Mary Boresz Pike, Ellen Polivy, Barbara Rudder

The meeting was a public forum on the subject of protecting the elderly from financial crimes.  It was cosponsored by the Health, Seniors, and Social Services Committee and the Housing and Public Safety Committee of Community Board 8 Manhattan and by New York City Council member Jessica S. Lappin.  Council Member Lappin is the chair of that body's Aging Committee.

The speakers at the meeting were Jane Swanson, Council Member Lappin's Chief of Staff, and Assistant District Attorney Elizabeth Loewy, Elder Abuse Unit, New York County District Attorney's Office.

Prior to the speakers' presentations, Ellen Polivy, co-chair of the Health, Seniors, and Social Services Committee, spoke briefly about the purpose of its upcoming July 28 meeting: to discuss the feasibility of making the benefits of the TimeBanksNYC program (<http://www.nyc.gov/html/timebanks/html/home/home. shtml>) and the Angel Food Ministries food program (<http://www.angelfoodministries.com/about/how_it works.asp>) more accessible to interested members of the CB8M community. 

Ms. Swanson then opened the forum portion of the meeting.  She discussed the importance of the evening's topic, noting its significant connection to the broader area of elder abuse.  She noted that elder abuse is a major area of concern to Council Member Lappin and to the Aging Committee in that an estimated quarter million older New Yorkers have been subject to some form of elder abuse, yet only one out of fourteen cases is reported.  She also called the attention of audience members to a recent Our Town article on the subject coauthored by Council Member Lappin and Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr. ("Elder Abuse Is All-Too-Common Crime," June 15, 2011), and made copies of it available.



Assistant District Attorney Loewy has been with the Office of the Manhattan District Attorney for 26 years.  She is attached to its Elder Abuse Unit and has significant experience in prosecuting crimes against the elderly.  Her presentation included a great deal of useful information, including the following:
· In New York City, any crime perpetrated against an individual 60 years of age or older is categorized as an elder abuse crime by all five New York City District Attorneys' offices.
· A significant number of elder abuse cases occur in the geographic area of CB8M.
· Financial exploitation of older individuals is the most prevalent type of elder abuse.
· Often it can go unrecognized (or unreported) because the perpetrator can be a relative or a friend of the victim.
· Elderly victims of financial abuse cut across the financial spectrum and include the very wealthy as well as those of limited financial means.
· The detection and prosecution of financial exploitation of the elderly are important because conduct that constitutes elder abuse can have dire consequences beyond the harm done to the victim economically and include stress, depression and their related physical manifestations.
· Age-ism, gross insensitivity, and bias against older individuals who choose to use their money in ways other than their children want them to do are obstacles encountered in the investigation and prosecution of financial exploitation elder abuse cases.
· Many financial exploitation cases involve misuse of an elderly individual's power of attorney; great care must be taken in deciding to whom one will grant the power of attorney and the scope of the powers to be granted him/her.
· Financial exploitation can involve domestic violence elements.
· Financial exploitation and other forms of elder abuse can also arise in the landlord-tenant context or when adult children are not providing enough help for a parent or parents who are in a diminished capacity; extreme cases of the latter can be prosecuted as a crime.
· Telephone scams are still very prevalent.
· There is an elder abuse shelter in Riverdale.
Individuals in CB8M who believe they have been or are an elder abuse victim can report it by calling 311 or the New York County District Attorney's Office, which has an Elder Abuse Unit.  The Elder Abuse Unit has its own investigators.  Possible cases of elder abuse involving hospitals or nursing homes should be reported to the New York State Department of Health.
Ms. Loewy pointed out that there are some instances of elder abuse that are not capable of being prosecuted because the specific conduct involved does not constitute a crime.  In such instances, they will try to suggest other avenues of possible assistance.  
The meeting was adjourned at the conclusion of Ms. Loewy's presentation.

Ellen Polivy and Mary Boresz Pike, co-chairs of the Health, Seniors, and Social Services Committee
Matthew A. Bondy, chair of the Housing and Public Safety Committee 
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