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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee, May 16, 2011 – 6:30PM

Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East 79th Street – Room 1010

Present:  Jane Parshall, Teri Slater, Elizabeth Ashby, Marco Tamayo, David Helpern, Susan Evans, Michele Birnbaum, Kenneth Austin, Christina Davis, Molly Blayney

Absent Excused:  Joie Anderson, David Liston
1.
148 East End Avenue (86th and 87th Streets) – Henderson Place Historic District – Mr. Andrew Franz, Architect – Application is for a rooftop enlargement/addition and for restoration work.

WHEREAS 148 East End Avenue is a Queen Anne-style rowhouse designed by Lamb and Rich and constructed in 1882.

WHEREAS there is an existing 400 sq. ft. rooftop addition.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to enlarge/increase the existing addition by 1’ at the top, add 2’ to the addition at the south and add 9’ at the rear. 

WHEREAS the approximately 2’ expansion to the south will be hidden behind an existing decorative finial.

WHEREAS the 1’ addition at the top will be clad in lead-coated cooper, and brick will be used for the walls along the lot lines.

WHEREAS the scale of the Henderson Place houses continue to be compromised by roof-top enlargements/additions.

WHEREAS proposed windows in the enlargement/addition seems modern relative to the rest of the house. 

WHEREAS in general the rooftop enlargement/addition is restrained.

WHEREAS the materials to be used for the enlargement/addition relate to the color of the slate below

WHEREAS the rooftop enlargement/addition does not significantly increase the bulk of the house when viewed from the street.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED we took no position on this application.
VOTE:  5 in favor (Austin, Evans, Helpern, Parshall, Blayney), 3 opposed (Ashby, Davis, Tamayo), 2 abstentions (Birnbaum, Slater)

2.
48-52 East 62nd Street (Madison and Park Avenues) [The Browning School] – Upper East Side Historic District,  Mr. Frank Craine & Mr. Danny Lam, Peter Gisolfi Associates, Architect.  Application is to alter the rear elevation and to construct a rear yard addition.
WHEREAS 48-52 East 62nd Street is a school building with Classical details, designed by Crow, Lewis and Wick and constructed in 1922.

WHEREAS there is an existing 2-story gym with an auditorium at the southern end.

WHEREAS at the southern end, on either side of the auditorium, are one story stage roofs with mechanical equipment.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to lift up these two spaces so that they are at the same height as the roof of the auditorium. 

WHEREAS the resulting increase in volume to the interior space will increase the interior space of the gym; the enlarged gym will have a dual use as a multipurpose space for the activities that formerly took place in the auditorium.

WHEREAS the footprint of the building will not be changed; the applicant is filling in the corners at the east and west of the former auditorium space.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  10 in favor (Ashby, Austin, Birnbaum, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo, Blayney)

3.
18 East 82nd Street (Fifth and Madison Avenues) – Metropolitan Museum Historic District -- Mr. Timothy Haynes, Architect – Application is for alterations to the stoop and areaway and a new parapet railing at the 6th floor.

WHEREAS 18 East 82nd Street is a Beaux-Arts style townhouse, designed by Richard Buckley and constructed in 1900-01.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to raise the existing iron railing at the front of the house to meet railing height code requirements – the new railing will match the existing railing design and will increase the height of the railing from 2’9” to 3’6”.

WHEREAS the new gate for the new raised railing will have limestone newel posts with urns on top of the posts – the newel posts and urns will replicate the original newel posts and urns.

WHEREAS the applicant will add a new “stub” parapet at the rear of the house at the top of the fifth floor -- it will not be visible from the public way and will be 2’ high with a slight set back railing consistent with improving drainage for the house.  

WHEREAS the work the applicant is proposing has been matched with available historic documentation and neighborhood precedents.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.
VOTE:  10 in favor (Ashby, Austin, Birnbaum, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo, Blayney)
4.
930 Fifth Avenue (74th and 75th Street)  --  Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Timothy Haynes, Architect – Application is for new window openings at the 19th floor.

WHEREAS 930 Fifth Avenue is a “Classicizing” Modern-style apartment building designed by Emery Roth & Sons and constructed in 1940.

WHEREAS a new Master Plan for windows was approved last month by the Landmarks Preservation Commission -- this plan replaces an existing Master Plan.

WHEREAS applicant proposes changes to the windows at the 19th floor, in an apartment which faces onto both 5th Avenue and 74th Street.  The apartment is located at the first setback of the apartment building. 

WHEREAS on the west elevation (facing onto 5th Ave.) the applicant proposes enlarging a door that opens on the terrace and enlarging a window. 

WHEREAS on the south elevation (74th Street) the applicant proposes a new window opening that will be aligned with the window below. 

WHEREAS on the north courtyard elevation, the applicant proposes an enlarged window opening by combining two existing windows.

WHEREAS the windows will be aluminum casement windows; the door will be a triple sliding door.

WHEREAS the application was filed at the Landmarks Preservation Commission before the new window Master Plan was approved.

WHEREAS the widening of the door at the set back terrace wall is not symmetrical with the openings below, but given the setback, the change to the opening is not significant. The new door is consistent with the door specifications set forth in the new window Master Plan.

WHEREAS the window enlargements and the new window align with the windows below and are consistent with the new approved window Master Plan.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 favor (Ashby, Austin, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo, Blayney), 1 abstention (Birnbaum)

5.
239 East 61st Street (Second and Third Avenues) – Treadwell Farm Historic District – Ms. Beth Beranbaum, Architect.  Application is for work on the front elevation, including window replacement and for alterations to the lower level entrance, including a new stoop.

WHEREAS 239 East 61st Street is a three-story brownstone designed by Florentino Pelletier and construction in 1874-75.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to replace the squared stoop with a curved stoop with bluestone steps.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to have a more decorative railing with a stronger profile and with finials at the posts  -- the existing railing is unembellished.

WHEREAS the railing will be painted black wrought-iron.

WHEREAS the new stoop is an improvement over the existing stoop.

WHEREAS there is also a false window at the ground level that will be stuccoed over.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 favor (Ashby, Austin, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Parshall, Slater, Birnbaum, Blayney), 1 no (Tamayo)
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