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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee of Community Board 8M

Hunter College of Social Work – 6:30 PM

Landmarks Committee Members Present:   Jane Parshall, Michelle Birnbaum,  Marco Tamayo, David Helpern, Elizabeth Ashby, Susan Evans,  Joie Anderson

Absent Excused:  David Liston, Teri Slater  

1. 923 Fifth Avenue (between East 73rd and East 74th Streets) – Mr. Steven Kratchman, Architect.  Application is to install a pergola on the 12th floor terrace.
(a) WHEREAS 923 Fifth Avenue is an apartment building designed by Sylvan Bien and constructed in 1949-51.

(b) WHEREAS the application is to install a pergola on a 12th floor apartment terrace where an illegal solarium has been demolished. 

(c) WHEREAS the pergola will be 13’ long and 10’ wide.
(d) WHEREAS the pergola will be made of a mahogany wood known as “ipe” that will be stained a light gray to match the window frames.
(e) WHEREAS the structure will not be attached to the building and will sit on the terrace. 

(f) WHEREAS the pergola will be marginally visible from the public way on 73rd Street.

(g) WHEREAS the pergola adds a charming element to the building. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Parshall, Birnbaum, Anderson, Helpern, Evans, Ashby, Tamayo)
2. 730 Park Avenue (SW corner Park Avenue)  – Mr. Peter Folsom, Panarama Windows.  Application is to replace 2 existing casement windows with two new fiberglass casement windows.
(a) WHEREAS 730 Park Avenue is a neo-Renaissance/neo-Jacobean apartment building designed by Lafayette A. Goldstone in 1928-29.

(b) WHEREAS the windows are on the 13th floor on a secondary façade.

(c) WHEREAS  the windows are two original steel casement windows made shorter (than the rest of the windows in the building except for the bathroom windows)  because of the steel beam supporting the terrace of the apartment above.
(d) WHEREAS the windows are being replaced with fiberglass casement frames that are more energy efficient. 
(e) WHEREAS the new casement frames will match the proportioning and profiles of the original windows.

(f) WHEREAS the appearance of the new windows will be virtually the same as the appearance of the original windows. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Liston, Parshall, Tamayo, Evans, Helpern)

3. 1048 Fifth Avenue (SW corner 67th Street) – Metropolitan Museum Historic District – Mr. Matthew Conrad, Architect and Mr. Mark Demairo, Neue Gallery.  Application is to install a banner.
(a) WHEREAS 1048 Fifth Avenue is a French Classic style mansion designed by Carrere & Hastings and constructed in1912-14.

(b) WHEREAS 1048 Fifth Avenue is now the Neue Gallery. 
(c) WHEREAS the application is to install a banner on 5th Avenue at the corner of the building.
(d) WHEREAS the banner would be 6’ wide by 12’ high and supported by a black aluminum post with two support braces and would be at a 90 degree angle to the façade.
(e) WHEREAS the banner would be attached to the brickwork, not the decorative limestone. 

(f) WHEREAS the purpose of the banner would be to advertise shows and events at the museum.

(g) WHEREAS while there are precedents for banners at other museums and other institutions, the unique design of the Carrerre and Hastings mansion does not easily accommodate a banner.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Parshall, Birnbaum, Anderson, Helpern, Tamayo, Evans, Ashby)
4. 790 Madison Avenue (SW corner 67th St.)--  Upper East Side Historic District– Mr. Paul Madden, Architect, Mr. Case Stachelberg, architectural historian.  Application is to reclad the base and second floor and establish a master plan for storefront infill and signage.
(h) WHEREAS 790 Madison is a  7-story brick apartment building constructed in 1960.

(i) WHEREAS 790 Madison is considered a “no-style” building in the designation report for the Upper East Side Historic District.   
(j) WHEREAS the base of790 Madison is now clad in granite with disparate storefronts that have different kinds of awnings.
(k) WHEREAS the applicant is proposing a  marble fronted two story base with the bases of the piers between the windows covered in dark granite, regularizing the storefronts with stainless steel doors and windows, and creating a signage band with 12’ letters above the 2nd floor. 
(l) WHEREAS there would also be a steel band 14’ off the sidewalk 18” high and 4” deep that would hide indirect lighting and a new awning at the entrance to the commercial space above the retail space at the ground level.
(m) WHEREAS the applicant is also proposing a Masterplan for the storefronts that would “live” with the building; thus as spaces turn over, all storefronts would eventually look the same. 

(n) WHEREAS the original architect had a better feel for the proportions of the building.

(o) WHEREAS marble in general doesn’t hold up well in NewYork City.

(p) WHEREAS the proposed design of the base relates to the spirit of other contemporary storefronts along Madison Avenue.

(q) WHEREAS the proposed design of the base does not detract from the rest of the building above.

(r) WHEREAS the band that incorporates the indirect lighting echoes the intent of the original architect of the building. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  5 in favor (Anderson, Helpern, Tamayo, Ashby, Evans), 2 opposed (Parshall, Birnbaum)
ACTION ITEM

WHEREAS Central Park, designed by the renowned firm of Olmsted and Vaux,  is a designated “Scenic Landmark”.

WHEREAS the proposed tennis bubble over the tennis courts will be a major structural and visual intrusion into Central Park.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Community Board #8 and the Landmarks Preservation Commission review the final proposal for the tennis bubble.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Parshall, Birnbaum, Anderson, Helpern, Tamayo, Evans, Ashby)
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