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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Health Seniors and Social Services Committee
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House

April 29, 2010

Members present: Ellen Polivy, Mary Pike, Barbara Rudder

Public Member: Monica McKane Sanchez
Members absent: Lorraine Johnson, Deidre Breslin, Sharon Pope
Presenting was NY State senator Jose Serrano after which was a panel discussion with Jose Serrano,

Alice Fisher. Director of Community Outreach, State Senator Liz Krueger’s office, and Jane Swanson, Chief of Staff, Council member Jessica Lappin and Yvonne Przybyla, Chief of Staff, Senator Jose Serrano’s office NY State Senator Jose Serrano gave an informative presentation about the budget in Albany and how it affects our community’s most vulnerable population.
In January, Governor Patterson put out his governor’s budget with the intention of closing the 10 million dollar budget gap which comes from a recession and the problems in Wall Street that mean less taxes are being paid. Closing the budget gap means taking away absolutely everything that is not mandated. Then the two houses had to work with the governor on which parts of the budget they wanted and what they wanted to change. The negotiating process was to be completed by March 31 and we are now past that date. There were a few proposals to raise money. One was the sugar tax and one was adding wine to supermarkets, both of which Sen. Serrano supports as we have a huge gap to fill. Cuts will need to be made to education and health care, the arts and senior services. Budget does not include money for State parks. Nor does it cover all the existing senior centers. Many will need to get closed down. Sen Serrano is not in favor of closing state parks as they generate revenue as does the arts. He is looking to see how he can get funds restored and looking for places where there is wasted money. Right now they are in a stalemate. Republicans are being obstructionists and nothing can get passed. During the Q&A session Sen. Serrano listed the ramifications of a late budget.
1. A late budget lowers our bond rating. People would be afraid to invest. NY may lose companies to other states.
2. Makes it harder to structure our debt
3. We are spending money without accounting for revenue.
4. City budget will be late because they do not have the state’s numbers yet
5. State legislators do not get a pay check until the budget passes. John Sampson says he will keep the legislators in Albany until the budget is done.
6. However, a good budget that comes late is better than an on-time one that decimates communities. 
Jane Swanson pointed out that 25.2 million dollars in Title 20 money has been cut from the senior center budget will cause drastic closings of about 20 senior centers, turns out that the senior centers were not mandated by the title 20 funds. But, a lot of people who use these centers are quite elderly and living in poverty. They depend on these centers for their food and friendship, absent these centers they will become isolated arid hungry. Agencies are considering how to transport people from the smaller centers that are closing to the ones that are still opened, 25% of senior New Yorkers receive income of only Social Security and isolation is a very serious problem for them. Their centers have become homes and it will be a hardship for them to close. If it has to happen, we will attempt to help these people cope, Sen. Serrano pointed out that if the budget keeps extending, then centers and parks will close anyway. Everything will become non operational without a budget.
What can we do?

1. Petition: Alice Fisher of Sen Krueger’s office said Sen Krueger is coordinating advocacy to keep the senior centers open. (Attached is her petition for us to sign and bring around)
2. Census: It is very important for seniors to complete the census forms. These forms are very important as they determine voting districts and number of votes as an area has. Responses to the census could tip a state from Blue to Red. CB8 has only 30% response rate, a very disappointing response. The date to mail back the census form has passed. But they will still accept them. Now the census takers are being deployed.
3: Advocate: Sen. Serrano said that legislators listen to all the email and the Facebook and Twitter comments they gel. The social media is becoming a real avenue of push-back. A visit to Albany is particularly effective.
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Scrie and Drie: {Senioy Citizen Aent Increase Examptionsy Are the income levels going up? Yes, but nat
fast enough.Presently income tevel is 29,000, SCRIE income leve! will increase in stages to around
$35,000

Heow o nelp the elected officials help you. When caliing elected officials about & problem, first file the
compiaint with 311 and get a compiaini number for the elected official’'s office to faliow up on.

Housing court is 1enant friendly.

Home Sharing program for Seniors through NY Foundation for Senior citizens is.good for poor isolated
seniars

Senator Serrano repeated one last time that restoration of budgets to the mest vulnerable becomes a
nullity if budget does not get put into place. Therefore it is impertant 1o keep pressure on Albany to pass
the budgst

We discussed wilting a resolution, butthe budget crisis is so complex that we deferred in taver of adding
Senatoer Krueger's petition to the minutes and letting each incividual get petitions signed.

Old business: Discussion of joining our committee with Housing. Our committes spans such vast array of
social justice topics that it would make our committee unwieldy 10 add one more croup of issues te our
alteady lragile committee. Unanimous decision 1o [eave our conuritiee as is and seek out more werking
members.

New business: Represantative from the NY Siate Complraliers office left material to hand out about the
office of Unclaimed Funds.

Discussion of CB3's resoistion about the Mayor's prefiminary budget cuts. Whereas we share théir
cancerns about these cuts, we made a decision riot to sign on 10 their resolution because it was too
specific to their gistrict

Discussion of our naxt meeting. Three possible lopics were discussed. We decided upon the food
paniries. We are concerned that the food paniries are in nged of food to hand out: We will be asking
representatives from local food pantries 1o speak (o us about what they are experisnging in these
financially troubled times and what they need
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