[image: image1.png]


Jacqueline Ludorf
                                                                        


505 Park Avenue, Suite 620 

Chair                       






New York, N.Y. 10022-1106

                                                             


           


(212) 758-4340

Latha Thompson                                                                     

(212) 758-4616 (Fax)


District Manager
                                                                                    

www.cb8m.com - Website
 

                                                                                                info@cb8m.com - E-Mail


The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
                                            Parks Committee meeting

CORRECTED MINUTES

                                            March 3, 2011, 6:30 PM

                                 New York Blood Center, 310 E. 67th St.

                                                  Conference Room 1

CB8M Members present: Molly Blayney, Michele Birnbaum, Susan Evans, Scott Falk, Rita Popper, Peggy Price, Barbara Rudder, Barry Schneider, Judy Schneider, Helene Simon, Teri Slater,

Absent excused: Public Member Laura Mayer.

1. Review of  the Parks Dept.'s proposal for a specialty cart in the Cherry Hill section of Central Park--a joint issue with the Landmarks and Vendors committees
At the February Parks committee meeting, Glenn Kaalund from the Parks Department discussed plans to replace existing food carts with enclosed, processing  specialty carts in Central Park.   Mr. Kaalund also indicated at that time that the Central Park Conservancy was interested in installing an additional specialty cart at the Cherry Hill site, but a decision had not been made.  Therefore, Cherry Hill was not part of a resolution that was passed denying parks to add or replace any vendors with specialty carts or trucks.  
We have since learned that an RFP is now pending for a processing specialty cart at Cherry Hill.  Mr. Kaalund indicated that a vendor will be selected based on five criteria, cart design, proposer’s financial capability, the fee offer, and his operating experience and the operating plan.  The cart’s dimensions must be less than 6 feet by 10 feet, with no height restrictions or design guidelines.  Caroline Greenleaf of the Central Park Conservancy reported that because this area has recently been renovated and saturated with people, the Conservancy wants to provide additional good food sources, although the City is making less money from the specialty carts at this time.  
A member of the public, as well as several Community Board members stated that they do not approve of the large specialty carts that obstruct views.   Several members questioned the need for more food vendors since there are many food locations throughout the park.  Central Park is a landmarked idyllic gem with a lot to do for visitors.  We hope that the Conservancy would work to conserve and preserve its beauty.  We urged the Parks Dept. to find vendors who can serve gourmet food from a small open cart.  Although some community board members did not disapprove of the specialty carts, they urged the city to have more control over the design.

Resolution:

WHEREAS a processing specialty food cart at the Cherry Hill site in Central Park will create a visual blight in parkland intended to be a verdant, natural setting and haven for cleaner air; and 
WHEREAS restaurants already exist in Central Park that offer various food choices; and
WHEREAS the City has no design requirements for the cart; and

WHEREAS  Cherry Hill would be an additional vending location and not just a replacement for a hot dog stand;  therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED that Community Board 8, Manhattan, opposes the Parks Dept.’s proposal to seek bids to operate a specialty cart at the Cherry Hill area of Central Park.
Vote: 7-3-1

In favor:  Molly Blayney, Michele Birnbaum, Susan Evans, Ritta Popper, Peggy Price, Barbara Rudder, Teri Slater

Opposed: Scott Falk, Barry Schneider, Judy Schneider. 

Abstain:  Helene Simon
New Business

Members of the CB8M Parks, Landmarks and Vendors committees addressed ways to deal with the repeated proposals by the Parks  Dept. for specialty food carts—and even food vending trucks—n Central Park.

CB8M has consistently opposed such food vending vehicles. Nonetheless, a recent story in Our Town newspaper made clear that the Parks Dept. is not embracing CB8’s position. According to the Our Town story of Feb. 24, “Despite the disapproval of the Community Board (8 of specialty carts), the Parks Dept. still plans to forge new culinary paths for Central Park with the additions of these specialty sites.”

Asked about this position, the Parks Dept.’s Glenn Kaalund said that, although the Parks Dept. does solicit and weigh community board views, the five CBs surrounding Central Park differ on their attitudes toward specialty carts.

CB8M members discussed ways to work with the Parks Dept. to allow for Central Park food vending in a mutually acceptable way.  Suggestions included: urging the Parks Dept to set up guidelines for the overall appearance of mobile food carts; creating a uniform design for small carts that could sell a variety of cold food, and not just hot dogs; discussing the food vending issue with the 4 other CBs surrounding Central Park, and possibly holding a forum on the subject if deemed appropriate; conducting a charrette to get park food vending ideas from around the world; selling food from kiosks similar to those seen in lower Manhattan; and asking the Parks Dept. to create a master plan for food vending in Central Park.

One Parks Committee member proposed a resolution that failed to pass: It called on the Parks Dept. to devise some appropriate design options for food carts in the park.

A second proposed resolution was withdrawn before members voted on it: It would have asked the Parks Dept. to create a master plan for food vending in Central Park.

The Parks Committee agreed to contact the other CBs abutting Central Park and explore how best to create a more unified position on Central Park food vending.
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