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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
MINUTES

ZONING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD 8
March 25, 2010

Hexter Lounge

Hunter College School of Social Work

129 East 79 St., NY, NY 10075

Present: Elizabeth Ashby,  Michele Birnbaum, Barbara Chocky, Teri Slater (Co-Chair), Marco Tamayo, Elaine Walsh (Co-Chair);  Excused: Kenneth Austin, Ruth Halberg

1) Update on local –owner-operated grocery store and the efforts to remain in location.  City Council member Dan Garodnick’s staff have been working with the owner and there is a scheduled meeting with Mt. Sinai, the landlord.

2) Mr. Steven A. Figueiredo, representative for DOB gave an update on the Duane Reade signage on East 86thstreet between Park and Lexington.  

The permit has been revoked and Duane Reade is out of compliance The Commissioner of Department of Buildings has issued a Commissioner’s Order.  This will take a few months but the result should be the removal of the Marquee.  Mr. Figueiredo and Mr. Ranshie were thanked for their input and continued monitoring and support to our community

The other illegal signage is still being pursued.

3) Discussion of a proposed Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York in relation to notices of violation issued by the Department of Sanitation for illegal postings.  This issue has come to the forefront because many small businesses and non profits were receiving large fines.

4) Discussion of Zoning policies in other cities and strategies to strengthen small business environment in  C 1 and C2 local retail areas throughout New York City.  Kevin Kurt, a representative from the East Village Community Coalition reported on the ‘Formula Business Restrictions document:   identifying the strategies and achievements of other localities.  ideas floated included Voluntary commercial Rate stabilization, Small Business Assistance Fund, Retail Zoning.  Recognizing the major issues related to keeping service stores and small retail in communities, there was agreement to continue to explore what could be done to keep service stores in our community.

Old Business 

R8B “Zoning Text Amendment” application is moving along but slowly
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