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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee 

Hunter College of Social Work – 6:30 PM

129 East 79th Street, Rm. 1010

March 15, 2010

Landmarks Committee Members Present: Jane Parshall, Michelle Birnbaum, Marco Tamayo, Teri Slater, David Helpern, Elizabeth Ashby, Christina Davis, Susan Evans, David Liston

Absent Excused: Joie Anderson   

1. 21 East 66th Street (between Fifth and Madison Avenues) – Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Luigo Landi, Architect.  Application is for a proposed penthouse addition.
(a) WHEREAS 21 East 66th Street is a neo-Gothic style apartment building designed by Fred F. French and constructed in 1920-21.

(b) WHEREAS the application is for the expansion of an existing penthouse.

(c) WHEREAS the original penthouse was approved by the Landmarks Preservation Commission in 2003. 
(d) WHEREAS the proposed one-story addition to the penthouse will be 583 sq. ft., and have a height of 10’ and will be lower than the existing bulkhead.  
(e) WHEREAS the finish on the proposed 1-story addition will match with the previously finished bulkhead (dating from 2003), so that it is harmonizes with the bulkhead. 
(f) WHEREAS the patterning of the addition and of the bulkhead, with its block design, respects some of the detailing of the apartment building below.
(g) WHEREAS the addition is modest in relationship to the bulkhead and the existing penthouse. 
(h) WHEREAS the addition is recessed from the existing penthouse. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Parshall, Birnbaum, Anderson, Slater, Helpern, Evans, Ashby), 1       abstention (Tamayo)
2.
1402 Lexington Avenue (between East 92nd St. and East 93rd St.  – Mr. Omer Fenik, Architect.  Application is to correct illegal alterations to the storefront, including the removal of a violation for “installation of sign band without permits” and for “installation of slate tile at storefront roof without permits”.
(a) WHEREAS 1402 Lexington Avenue is a neo-Grec/Romanesque Revival

rowhouse designed by James Frame and designed by C. Abbott French & Co. and constructed in 1886-87.
(b) WHEREAS the applicant will install a faux door on the Lexington Avenue façade. 
(c) WHEREAS the applicant will reduce the fenestration on the Lexington Avenue facade. 
(d) WHEREAS the applicant will paint the door into the restaurant on 92nd Street and the new faux door on Lexington Avenue red instead of the existing beige color.
(e) WHEREAS the applicant will make the bulbs in the outside lighting fixtures smaller.
(f) WHEREAS the applicant is correcting the violations to the property and is making the mostly cosmetic changes to the property that have been requested by the Landmarks Preservation Commission.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.
VOTE:  7 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Liston, Parshall, Tamayo, Slater, Helpern), 2 against (Evans, Davis)
3.
 960 Madison Avenue (East 75th-76th Streets)-Upper East Side Historic District Fred L. Sommer, Architect. Application to alter window openings.
(a) WHEREAS 960 Madison Avenue is a neo-Grec style rowhouse designed by James Frame, built in 1877-78, and altered in 1916 with a two-story storefront extension.
(b) WHEREAS the applicant proposes to alter the window openings on the second floor of the two-story storefront extension such that the existing three windows will be replaced with a single-pane window, extending across the width of the area presently occupied by the three windows.
(c) WHEREAS the proposed alteration would result in a large single-pane window lacking the vertical elements appropriate for the scale and style of the building.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Davis, Liston, Parshall, Tamayo, Slater), 2 opposed (Evans, Helpern).

4.
20 East 82nd Street (Fifth-Madison)-Upper East Side Historic District - Thomas Morbitzer, Architect.  Application to repair existing steps, fence, gate and add a new gate at steps.

(a) WHEREAS 20 East 82nd Street is a Beaux-Arts style townhouse, designed by Richard W. Buckley, built in 1901, and is the center building in a trio of houses built at approximately the same time with similarities in design and style.

(b) WHEREAS the applicant proposes to make as-of-right repairs to the existing front steps, newels, and fence, and the applicant also wishes to add a new gate at the front steps.

(c) WHEREAS said gate would be made of wrought iron, would sit on the first step leading up to the front door so as to not impede movement of the gate along the sidewalk, and the height of the gate itself is 6’6”, 7’ when measured from the step to the top of the gate where the finials begin, and 7’4” from the step to the top of the finials.

(d) WHEREAS the arc of the proposed gate would follow the arc of the door of the house; the proposed gate presents a handsome design consistent with the character of the building; and the details of the proposed gate match details of the existing fence on either side of the proposed gate.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo).

5.
785 Park Avenue (Corner of Park and 73rd Street) -- Upper East Side Historic District– Mr. Josh Brandfonbrener, Architect.  Application is to install a ramp in the rear service yard of the building.
(a) WHEREAS 783-789 Park Avenue is a modern style apartment building designed 
by George Pelham, Jr. and constructed in 1930.

(b) WHEREAS the service yard is 11 feet below grade. 
(c) WHEREAS all deliveries to and from the service yard are hand carried up or down a stair.

(d) WHEREAS the applicant proposes relocating the stair to the west of the existing gate of the service yard and installing a handicapped accessible ramp in compliance with Local Law 58 ADA.
(e) WHEREAS the exterior gate and fence to the service yard will not be changed. 
(f) WHEREAS the new stair and handicapped accessible ramp will not be visible from 
the street and will be constructed of galvanized steel which is safer in rain and 
snow.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Parshall, Birnbaum, Evans, Helpern Liston, Tamayo, Davis, Ashby, Slater)
6.
923 Fifth Avenue (East 73rd-74th Streets)-Upper East Side Historic District -Ted Bodnar, Architect-An apartment building designed by Sylvan Bien and built in 1949-51. Application is for approval to install a new pergola on the 12th floor parapet.  
(a) WHEREAS the public notices posted in connection with this application did not accurately or sufficiently describe the application and, among other errors, failed to refer to the proposed new pergola.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be laid over until the next meeting of the Landmarks Committee to allow further opportunity for sufficient notice to the public.  

VOTE:  9 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo)

7.
12 East 76th Street (Fifth-Madison)-Upper East Side Historic District-Umberto Squarcia, Architect. Application to replace the front and rear facades and for a rear yard extension.
(a) WHEREAS East 76th Street (Fifth-Madison) is a building constructed in 1881-82 and altered in 1946 by James Casale.  
(b) WHEREAS the applicant proposes to replace the existing front and rear facades and to erect a rear yard extension.

(c) WHEREAS the proposed rear-yard extension would fill in an empty area, triangular in shape, at the rear of the house and would bring the rear of the house in line with the rear of an adjacent building.

(d) WHEREAS the proposed rear-yard extension would be four stories in height and would include, as in the existing rear facade, a terrace at the fifth floor.

(e) WHEREAS the proposed rear-yard extension would, like the existing rear facade, be clad in brick with minor stone trim, with corbeled brick below windows on the second and third floor.  

(f) WHEREAS the proposed front facade would be made of rusticated stone and red brick and would include wrought-iron grilles mounted on the outboard of glass front doors, with grilles identical in design over the two ground floor windows flanking the front doors and over the second floor windows.

(g) WHEREAS the design for the front elevation follows the traditional organization of a townhouse and rowhouse facade, including a ground floor entry, a piano nobile with more detailing than the floors above, and a decreasing hierarchy of detail on the floors above.

(h) WHEREAS the proposed alteration would result in single-pane windows on the front and rear facades of the house.

(i) WHEREAS the proposed design evinces an admirable intent, there are the following shortcomings which require disapproval of the application: the modern classicism of the second through fifth floors is not compatible with the classical design of the rusticated base and sculpted stone balustrated at the edge of the roof; the design of the window opening of the piano nobile, although different from the typical windows of the floors above, lack the strong distinctive character normally associated with this level of a classically designed house; and the single lights of glass in the window need to be subdivided using a proportional system consistent with the design of the house, including consideration of casement or double hung windows.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application be disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Ashby, Birnbaum, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo)
8.
Old Business – The Public Hearing for the proposed historic district designation of the Hellgate Homeowners Association (94th-95th Streets between Lexington and 3rd Avenues) will be held at the June meeting of the Landmarks Committee.
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