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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Youth & Education Committee Meeting

NY Blood Center, 310 East 67th Street, Auditorium
February 10, 2011 at 7:00 PM

Community Board Members (Present): Lori Boris, Sarah Chu, Jim Clynes, Lorraine Johnson, Judy Schneider, M. Barry Schneider, Debbie Teitelbaum
Community Board Members (Excused): Deidre Breslin, George Fuchs, 

Community Board Public Members (Present): Michael Hoffman 
Community Board Public Members (Excused): Sophia James
A. Introductions
Everyone in the room introduced themselves and stated their zoned public school. Most people were zoned for the newly created PS 267.
We discussed the new website and everyone was encouraged to check out the education committee on a regular basis.

B. In-Take and Wait List 
Jennifer Greenblatt, Family Advocate District 2, and Megan Bacigalupi, Director of Federal Legislative Affairs from Department of Education were our speakers from the Department of Education (DOE). 
· General Information:

*The year the children turn 5 by December 31, is when they are eligible for Kindergarten.

*Kindergarten is not mandatory.  If you do not enroll your child then the following year they will go into first grade.
· Jennifer made the strong point that all the schools in CD8 are very good and that different schools have different personalities. 

· Jennifer reviewed the intake process which is from January 10 to March 4th.  Parents must come with two proofs of address (original documents), but it is NOT necessary to bring the child.

· Letters for pre-registration go out from the school March 21 to the 25.

· Parents bring their children to the school to register from March 28 to April 15. Parents must bring with them 2 original proofs of residency, the child’s original Birth Certificate and Immunization records.
· When in-take/registration is over each school zone will know if it will have a wait list. 

· It there are more students then seats available a lottery will occur for that school.

· The following is the order of priority for acceptance of students if there is a lottery:
1) Incoming students with a sibling in a grade no higher than 5th in the fall and who live in the zone.
2) Students who live in the zone.

3) Incoming students with a sibling in a grade no higher than 5th in the fall who do not live in the zone.

· Lottery procedure:
1) After in-take children are chosen thru a lottery process in numerical order.  Starting with the first name selected, the children receive letters offering them a seat, until all the empty seats are filled. 
2) Then the remaining names are on the wait list. As seats open the children are offered a spot.  Offers begin with the next number; the highest number will be the last to receive an offer.

3) Spots open because parents move, children get accepted in the Gifted & Talented (G&T) program or they go to private school.

4) Seats can open up on the wait list until October 31 of the school year.  

5) Children can remain on the wait list for their zoned school through 1st grade.
6) All children who are on a wait list get offered a seat at another school in the Community District 8.
· Parents suggested that the DOE put some information on their website about the wait list procedure.  Jennifer said she would take that back to the DOE.
· There is something called a PER—Placement Exception Request, which is sometimes granted for special reasons to have your child attend a school not in their zone.
C. Gifted and Talented (G&T) Program
· The G&T schools in District 2 this year were: PS 217 (Roosevelt Island); Lower Lab (1700 3rd Ave); PS 198 (1700 3rd Ave); PS 33( 281 9th Ave); PS 11(320 West 21 St);  and PS 124 and PS 130 in Chinatown.

· This year the request for testing for the G&T program was due by November 17th.

· For the school year 2011/12, tests are given in January and February.

· Results are made known in May and those who scored at 90% and above will be able to fill out an application for the G& T program.

· The test is free and given at a public school.  .
· It your child scores 97% or higher,  he/she is eligible for one of the 3 city-wide Schools with G&T programs, which are: NEST (111 Columbia St); Anderson (100 West 77 St) and Talented & Gifted (240 East 109th St)
· If your child takes the G&T test and qualifies and you want to be assured of a seat; you need to rank all the schools in the District 2, in order of preference.  If you only choose some of the schools there is no guarantee your child will get a seat in this program.
· If there is a younger student that qualified for G&T and the older sibling is already enrolled in a G&T program, it is possible to fill out a Placement Exception Request to see if the child can be accepted to the same school.

· Scores Trump Geography when applying to a G&T program.
· Jennifer Greenblatt gave out her phone number if anyone has a question. 212-356-3789.
D. PTA Parents from PS 267 to answer questions
Matthew Chook a PTA Officer and SLT member of PS 267 was good enough to return again this month to answer questions about the new school. Matthew's exuberance about the school, the principal the teachers and the classes, was apparent to all. He talked about the existing location as well as their permanent home.  The school will be moving to 213 East 63rd Street in September 2012.  This building was the Annex of the Manhattan Eye Ear and Throat Hospital (MEETH) and was completely rehabilitated 2 years ago, including a play yard on the roof. Many of the parents who just learned that they were re-zoned for this school were very appreciative to have the chance to ask questions.

E. Update 2nd Teacher/Aid in the Classroom

There is no change at this time.  Council Member Garodnick’s Office is pushing for them just to renew the existing arrangement for one more year.  They said to check back in March.

F. Future Meeting Dates, Locations and Topics
Reminder this committee now meets on the 2nd Monday of the month starting in March.
· Monday, March 14:  NY Blood Center, 310 East 67th Street at 7 PM

-Linda Janneh from the DA’s Office on their summer intern program.
-CB8 Intern to speak about his work with the CEC on number crunching & the re-zoning issue.

-Discussion of the future available space at PS 158.
· Monday, April 11: NY Blood Center, 310 East 67th Street at 7 PM
-Update on the new P S 59 and Art and Design High School
· We will check with Superintendent Daria Rigney if she will be able to be a guest speaker at a future meeting.
G. New/Old Business
· We discussed the goals and objectives of the committee for the past year and the coming year. These will be written up and sent to the board office before February 25th, for inclusion in the Annual Report submitted to the Borough President.

NOTE:
Education Movie—Race to Nowhere 
· The date for the showing has changed to March 3rd. 
· There will probably be speakers, as well.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

James G. Clynes and Judith E. Schneider

Co-Chairs Youth and Education Committee
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