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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee, February 14, 2011 – 6:30 PM

Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East 79th Street – Room 1010

Present:  David Liston, Jane Parshall, Teri Slater, Marco Tamayo, David Helpern, Kenneth Austin,  Christina Davis, Elizabeth Ashby, Susan Evans

Absent Excused:  Michelle Birnbaum, Joie Anderson 

1. 1083 Fifth Avenue (mid-block between 89th and 90th Streets) – Expanded Carnegie Hill Historic District) National Academy of Design.  Mr. Brian Rady and Pentagram, architects. Application is to add banners on the Fifth Avenue façade. 

WHEREAS 1083 Fifth Avenue is a Beaux-Arts style house designed by Turner & Kilian and constructed in 1901-02.

WHEREAS 1083 Fifth Avenue was remodeled and enlarged by Ogden Codman, Jr. in 1913.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to remove two existing flagpoles and replace them with two double sided vertical banners.    

WHEREAS the two vertical banners would be placed 17’ up from the ground, measure 18.8” high x 18” deep and sit approximately 10-12” off the front façade surface.

WHEREAS the banners would be made of “sunbrella” material with stitched letters and would extend from the bottom of the 2nd story to half-way up the 3rd story of the building.

WHEREAS reinforcing cables would be used to hold the tops and bottoms of the banners as well as reinforce the banners from side to side.

WHEREAS the banners would be white with black lettering and a red logo at the bottom.

WHEREAS 1083 Fifth Avenue was remodeled in 1913 by Ogden Codman, Jr., one of the most important residential architects of the early 20th century.

WHEREAS the banners substantially interrupt the architecture of the façade of the building; the front elevation has a bow-front and rises from a rusticated limestone base and has a second story balustrade.

WHEREAS a building of this stature requires that a higher standard be applied to any alteration of or disruption to the front elevation.

WHEREAS the white color to be used in the banners is too stark.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  5 in favor (Ashby, Evans, Helpern, Slater, Tamayo), 3 abstentions (Davis, Liston, Parshall)

2. 1 East 92nd Street (Northeast corner Fifth Avenue) – Expanded Carnegie Hill Historic District – Mr. Ted Eacker, architect.  The Jewish Museum.  Application is to replace three windows on the front elevation of the 5th floor.
WHEREAS 1 East 92nd Street is a Renaissance Revival style rowhouse designed by A.B. Ogden and Son and constructed in 1890-91.

WHEREAS there are distinctive arched windows at the 5th floor.

WHEREAS the original curved brick molding around the 5th floor windows has been concealed by a straight aluminum capping; the replacement windows would reveal this molding.

WHEREAS the profile would be of a wood window even though a hybrid Marvin window system will be used to minimize maintenance.

WHEREAS the hybrid Marvin replacement windows will consist of aluminum clad sashes within a wooden frame that would receive the brick molding.

WHEREAS the existing window frames are white; the replacement frames would be black -- a black frame on the windows is essential to a house of this size and type.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  8 in favor (Austin, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo), 1 abstention (Ashby)

3. 131 East 95th Street (between Park Avenue and Lexington Avenue) Expanded Carnegie Hill Historic District.  Mr. Christopher J. Fogarty, architect.    Application includes 1) changes to the front elevation, 2) a rooftop addition, and 3) a rear yard addition.
WHEREAS 131 East 95th Street is a Neo-Grec/Romanesque Revival style rowhouse building designed by Frank Wennemer, and built in 1889-90. 

WHEREAS the applicant, with regard to the front façade, proposes 1) to replace double hung, wood windows to match existing windows not made of wood; 2) install a new entry, doors, stairs, and wrought iron handrails to match an existing adjacent property and the original design of the building; 3) restore the brownstone exterior, and 4) install a new wrought iron handrail and gate to match an existing adjacent property; and 5) remove gates on the first and second floor that have been damaged and which were not part of the original design of the building (collectively, the “Proposed Changes to the Front Façade”).

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to install a rooftop addition consisting of a glass and aluminum window wall system, a glass and aluminum clerestory, and a recessed mechanical penthouse, set back 14’ from the front cornice, rising 6’2” above the cornice from a floor line 4’2” below the cornice, and less than the full width of the house (collectively, the “Proposed Rooftop Addition”).

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to build a three-story rear yard addition to include at the basement level steel frame doors and clerestory onto the garden, steel frame doors and windows opening onto a terrace on the second floor with the ground level expansion to extend 12’ into the rear yard and the first and second floor expansion to extend 8’6” into the rear yard (collectively, the “Proposed Rear yard Addition.”).

WHEREAS the Landmarks Committee wishes to vote separately on the above-described three components of the applications.
___

Proposed Changes to the Front Façade:

WHEREAS the applicant’s proposed changes to the front of the building will restore the front façade to its original character and are well designed and sensitive to the character of the building and neighboring buildings.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Proposed Changes to the Front Façade are approved as presented.

VOTE: 9 in favor (Parshall,  Ashby,  Tamayo,  Evans, Helpern, Austin, Liston,  Anderson, Davis) 

__
Proposed Rooftop Addition:

WHEREAS although a mock-up was unavailable at the time of the presentation, the applicant has represented to the Landmarks Committee that the proposed rooftop addition will be invisible from the public way.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Proposed Rooftop Addition is approved as presented based on the applicant’s representation that the proposed rooftop addition will be invisible from the public way.

VOTE: 6 in favor (Ashby, Austin, Davis, Helpern, Liston, Parshall), 3 opposed (Evans, Slater, Tamayo.
__

Proposed Rear Yard Addition

WHEREAS the massing and bulk of the proposed addition is inappropriate within the historic district and especially within the rear yard of this particular block as it would intrude too greatly into the existing open space that is so much a part of the historic character of the block. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Proposed Rear Yard Addition is disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Ashby,  Austin, Evans, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo), 2 opposed (Davis, Helpern).   

4. 15 East 74th Street (between Fifth and Madison Avenues) – Upper East Side Historic District – Mr. Bryan Natinsky, architect.  Application is to make alterations to the rear elevation.

WHEREAS 15 East 74th Street is an Italianate-style house constructed in 1869.

WHEREAS the name of the architect is unknown.

WHEREAS in the rear the house is built out to the property line; various additions have been added to the rear over the years.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes to pull back the ground floor addition and create a new rear yard 6’6” in depth (132 sq. ft.).
WHEREAS at the 1st and 2nd floors, the applicant proposes to reduce the additions.

WHEREAS at the 3rd and 4th floors the applicant proposes to extend out.

WHEREAS the applicant, by means of the balanced cutting away and adding on – or stepped massing of the ground floor as well as the 1st through 4th floors -- will create a 1st floor rear façade that is 21’10” from the property line and will create 2nd, 3rd and 4th floors that are 30’ from the property line.

WHEREAS the material to be used in the rear is stucco and the windows will be steel and painted a dark gray.

WHEREAS  the applicant’s redistribution of the bulk provides a better relationship to light and air and contributes and provides a slight opening up of the rear space of both the yard and the block.

WHEREAS the design of the rear elevation is compatible with the architecture of the adjacent rear facades.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Ashby, Austin, Davis, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo)
New Business – A discussion of the proposed LPC rules changes and next steps.
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