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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Health, Seniors, Social Services committee

Lenox Hill Neighborhood House

331 East 70th Street,
Auditorium, 6:30PM
 February 24, 2010

Board members present:
Ellen Polivy, Mary Pike, Deidre Breslin 

Representatives from local hospitals brought handouts about special programs which will be in the board office and on the table tonight. 

Rapid Anticonvulsive Medications Prior to Arrival Trial (RAMPART) 

A Powerpoint presentation was given by Dr. Heidi Cordi Associate Medical Director of Emergency Medical Services and Chirag Surti, Clinical Research Coordinator, Neurological Emergency Treatment at The New York Presbyterian Medical Center.

Epileptic Seizures (formally called "Status Epilepticus") are life-threatening conditions which require immediate pre-emergency room care by a medic. Untreated seizures can lead to brain damage and death. The medic is the first healthcare provider who can reach and initiate Life-saving measures in the critical period.  

RAMPART is a national research study to figure out whether giving ani0-seizure medicine works similarly well and more quickly when given through an IV (a tiny tube in the vein or when given IM (as a shot in the muscle). Two similar medicines-midazolam and lorazepam-will be used. Lorazepam is commonly given IV and midazolam is commonly given IM. Both are already used by paramedics in the field and by doctors in the hospital to stop seizures. 
The study administrators are attempting to inform the public that this is going on in EMS seizure interventions. Usually patients are offered the opportunity to be in a study. However, this situation is different.   When a person is in the midst of a seizure, there is no way to get informed consent to be in a study.  Therefore, those patients who do not want to be involved with the study must wear a special wristband with the wording “RAMPART Declined”. We will have them available at the CB* board office. They will also be on the table tonight. 

Copies of the slide presentation are available at the board office. 
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