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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8
Landmarks Committee, January 10, 2011 – 6:30 PM

Hunter College School of Social Work, 129 East 79th Street – Room 1010

Present:  David Liston, Jane Parshall, Teri Slater, Marco Tamayo, Michele Birnbaum, David Helpern, Joie Anderson, Elizabeth Ashby

Absent Excused:  Christina Davis, Kenneth Austin
1. 4 East 66th Street (SE corner Fifth Avenue)– Upper East Side Historic District.  Application is to install new masonry chimneys at the roof.

WHEREAS 4 East 66th Street is a neo-Italian Renaissance-style apartment building designed by J. E. R. Carpenter and constructed 1919-20.

WHEREAS the applicant proposes raising three chimneys at the westerly end of the building: two at the north and south terraces and one at the penthouse.

WHEREAS at the south elevation, the new extended chimney would be made of brick to match the existing brick.

WHEREAS at the north elevation, the new extended chimney would be made of limestone to match the existing limestone.

WHEREAS at the penthouse, the new extended chimney would be made of limestone to match the existing limestone.

WHEREAS each chimney would have a new brushed stainless steel plenum and an exhaust fan.

WHEREAS each extension would be approximately 7 1/2‘ high: 4’9” of masonry and 2’6” of brushed stainless steel [the plenum].

WHEREAS the extension of the chimneys is required because of a Department of Buildings violation. [The existing chimneys are too low.]

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is approved as presented.

VOTE:  7 in favor (Anderson, Birnbaum, Parshall, Tamayo, Evans, Liston, Helpern), 1 against (Ashby) and 1 abstention (Slater)
2.
123 East 94th Street (Park and Lexington Avenues) – Expanded Carnegie Hill Historic District – Application is to construct a rear yard addition (“Part 1”) and replace windows, add a rooftop mechanical unit, repair the front façade, and alter the main entrance and areaway (together “Part 2”).
WHEREAS 123 East 84th Street is a neo-Grec style rowhouse, designed by F.S. Barus and built in 1878-79, and altered in 1946-47.

WHEREAS the Landmarks Committee wishes to vote separately on the Parts 1 and 2 of this application.
Part 1:

WHEREAS Part 1 of this application seeks permission to construct a rear year addition which would be 3-stories closest to the existing structure and 2-stories further into the yard and would amount to a total extension into the rear yard of 17’8”.

WHEREAS  the bulk of proposed rear yard extension constitutes an unacceptably intrusive extension into the “doughnut,” the open space shared by the adjacent buildings, an area of open space which has been a contributing element to the character of this architecturally historic block.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 1 of this application is disapproved as presented.

VOTE: 9 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo). 
Part 2:

WHEREAS Part 2 of this application seeks permission to add a rooftop mechanical unit which will not be visible from the street and to make the following changes to the front of the townhouse: 1) replace all windows with custom mahogany windows to match the existing windows; 2) install precast concrete brackets and hoods above the first floor windows to match those above the second floor windows; 3) apply patching mortar and rebuild the ground floor molding profiles to match the adjacent townhouse to the East; 4) replace the existing front door with a custom walnut fielded mahogany panel (clear finish) inside a mahogany doorframe (painted); 5) remove, clean, restore, paint, and reinstall iron grills on the basement and cellar windows; 6) perform general façade repairs which will include painting the front façade to match the brownstone resurfacing on the adjacent townhouse to the East; 7) remove the existing steel fence and replace it with another steel fence; and 8) remove the existing concrete steps leading to the front door and replace them with less steep stairs which will be 11 1/4” deep and 6 3/8” high.

WHEREAS the above-mentioned rooftop mechanical unit will not be visible from the street and the proposed changes to the front of the townhouse are consistent with the character of the block and the building and will restore various components to their original design.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Part 2 of this application is approved as presented.

VOTE: 9 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo). 

3. 851 Lexington Avenue – Upper East Side Historic District Extension.  Application is to legalize the installation of storefront infill without Landmarks Preservation Commission permits.

WHEREAS the presentation made by the applicant was inadequate.

WHEREAS while the applicant presented some information on the changes made to the existing ground floor elevation, not enough information was given to the committee to make an informed decision on the design for the storefront. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is disapproved as presented.

VOTE:  9 in favor (Anderson, Birnbaum, Parshall, Tamayo, Evans, Liston, Helpern, Slater, Ashby)

4. 923 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 18A (73rd and 74th Streets) – Upper East Side Historic District – An application for a window replacement and trellis addition.

WHEREAS the presentation made by the applicant was inadequate in that not enough information was given to the committee to make an informed decision on the proposed window replacement and trellis addition. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this application is disapproved as presented.

VOTE: 9 in favor (Anderson, Ashby, Birnbaum, Evans, Helpern, Liston, Parshall, Slater, Tamayo) 

Old Business:  

A brief discussion on 124 East 62nd Street, Upper East Side Historic District.   (The application was initially heard on November 15, 2010, and laid over until further notice.) 
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