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The City of New York

Manhattan Community Board 8

Transportation Committee

Wednesday, January 6, 2010
NY Blood Center 
310 East 67th Street, Conference Room 1
Present:  Michael Auerbach, Richard Burg, Jim Clynes, Jonathan Horn, Edward Kramer, Rita Popper, Judy Schneider, Helene Simon, Cos Spagnoletti, Alex Tisch, Charles Warren, Hedi White, Larry Hockert (Public Member)
Absent (excused): Michele Birnbaum, Barry Schneider, Betty Cooper Wallerstein
The meeting was called to order by co chair Jonathan Horn at 6:30 p.m.
1.  A construction update on the Roosevelt Island Tram ( Joint item with the Roosevelt Island Committee)
Steve Shane of RIOC and representatives from POMA, the project’s contractor, presented an update on the latest schedule for the tram’s closure and reconstruction.  The final plan calls for the tram to be shut down on March 1st and reopen at the end of August or the first week of September.  A decision was made to do minimal work on the tram stations at this time in order to minimize the length of time the tram is out of service.  There is a delay penalty clause in the contract with POMA that starts 187 days after inception.
Their very detailed presentation included a full construction time and detailed maps of the lane/street closures that will occur.  The bulk of the closures will affect 60th Street.  Lane closures will occur on Second Avenue only during overnight hours on weekends.  The most significant impact will be from the complete closure of 60th Street between First and Second Avenues, along with the upper roadway of the Queensboro Bridge on a maximum of 4 weekends.  This will be necessary during the reinstallation of the tower head on Tower 1.  There will also be some rerouting of the bike lanes during the project, but bicycle assess on and off the bridge will be maintained at all times.
A copy of the complete PowerPoint presentation has been posted to the CB8 website.  Updated information regarding schedules and closures will also be posted as it becomes available.

2. A discussion of the East 67th Street Signage Proposal by Memorial Sloan Kettering

Memorial Sloan Kettering is requesting signage changes on both the North and South sides of 67th Street between First and York Avenues.  The committee felt that the rationale and specific changes requested allowed the two sides of the street to be considered separately.
On the North side, the request involves removing 5 spots currently marked for “MD Plates Only”.  Three of the spots would become “No Standing Anytime”, while the other 2 would be used by the MSKCC Jitney from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Friday.  The committee suggested two minor adjustments, which the applicant agreed to.
WHEREAS, Memorial Sloan Kettering has requested certain parking signage changes be made on the north side of East 67th Street between First and York Avenues to better serve their needs, and

WHEREAS, these changes have no effect on parking availability to the general public,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOVED, that Community Board 8M approves the following parking sign changes on the North side of East 67th Street:

1) Remove the “No Standing 7AM -7PM Including Sunday Except Authorized Vehicles” and the “MD Plates Only” signs located 509 feet west of York Avenue.
2) Change the “No Standing Anytime” sign located 509 feet west of York Avenue from a single arrow pointing West to a two-signed arrow pointing East and West

3) Remove the “No Standing 7AM -7PM Including Sunday Except Authorized Vehicles” and the “MD Plates Only” signs located 386 feet west of York Avenue.

4) Install a new sign “No Standing 7AM -7PM, Monday – Friday, MSKCC Jitney Only” with a single arrow pointing East at a location approximately 397 west of York Avenue

Approved 12-0-1

Yes:  Auerbach, Burg, Clynes, Horn, Kramer, Popper, Schneider, Spagnoletti, Tisch, Warren, White, Hockert (Public Member)
Abstain: Simon

The request for the South side of the street involved removing between 6 and 7 existing public parking spaces near the entrance to the Rockefeller Research Library.  The applicant stated that this was necessary to accommodate trucks entering and leaving the loading bays further down the street.  The committee questioned their explanations and felt more information was needed.  The applicant agreed to come back in February with a revised proposal or presentation.  The committee also asked our DOT rep to check on existing traffic issues, if any, caused by the loading bays.
3. A discussion of the bus layover for Bolt Bus Service on Third Avenue and East 61st Street

Gary Mumley, General Manager of Bolt Bus presented their request to use the SE corner of 61st Street and Third Avenue as the pick-up/drop-off location for their service to Boston.  Bolt Bus is one of the new low-cost bus services operating from New York and is a division of Greyhound.  They have been forced to relocate from their original location on 34th Street due to the creation of a truly dedicated bus lane on the street.  The committee felt very favorably about the idea of Bolt having a service location on the Upper East Side, but found serious issues with the proposed location based on current usages, sidewalk configuration and Bolt’s proposed schedule.  It was suggested that Bold discuss other possibilities with DOT and several committee members suggested alternate locations to consider.  They will come back to the committee with a new application sometime soon.
4. Old Business

Updates were provided on several past board actions.
5. New Business
DOT/MTA will be ready to present information on Select Bus Service to the community board sometime in the next few months.  The committee decided that this will be done at a special single issue meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Jonathan Horn and Charles Warren, Co-chairs
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