APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: RECORD OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
CB8 Meetings on 197-a Plan for the Queensboro Bridge Area

The Committee held regularly scheduled meetings, all of which were open to the public, with notification
through the Board’s regular channels and posting the area. The 197-a Plan was the subject of a public hear-
ing before the Board on March 9, 2005, and, as always, the public was offered the opportunity to speak and
comment on its findings. The Board officially adopted the proposed 197-a Plan on March 9, 2005.
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Public Hearing

Organization & goals

Walk around waterfront site

Scope of Project and best possible uses for waterfront

Continued discussion of goals for plan

CB8 authorizing the 197-a Plan

Review procedure for 197-a Plan

Continued discussion of waterfront use & role of professional planner
Discussion of White Paper draft

Discussion & proposed resolution approving draft of White Paper

1-Resolution approving White Paper
2-Resolution authorizing raising of funds for 197-a Plan

Report on meetings with elected officials & possible conduits

Discuss conduits and resolution naming New York
League for Conservation Voters--Education Fund (NYLCV-EF)

Resolution approving NYLCV-EF as conduit

Discussion & preparation of RFP for retaining a planner

Resolution approving Buckhurst Fish Jacquemart (BFJ) as planner
Discussion with BFJ on goals and obijectives

Discussion of Streetscape & Bridge approach issues

Summary of City Agency meetings & discussion of waterfront
Preliminary landscape proposal; drawings for project; ferry resolution

Resolution that there be no ferry landing at East 62nd Street and suggesting
NYC Economic Development Corporation find alternate site in the sixties

Presentation to the Community and full Community Board 8 of 197-a Plan;
Resolution by Community Board 8 approving 197-a Plan
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Meetings with Public Officials

1/14/03 Meeting with Speaker Gifford Miller

1/22/03 Meeting with Manhattan Borough President's Waterfront Task Force
Re: discussion of 197-a plans

3/19/03 Meeting with Manhattan Borough President's Waterfront Task Force
Re: Jeanette Rausch of EDC on 197-a Plans

7/10/03 Meeting with State Senator Liz Krueger

8/1/03 Meeting with Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney

8/5/03 Meeting with Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields

8/26/03 Meeting with Assemblyman. Pete Grannis

1/25/04 Meeting with Lee Chong, Manhattan Borough President Fields’ Director of Land Use

2/6/04 Meeting with Assemblyman Jonathan Bing

2/23/04 Meeting with Councilmember Eva Moskowitz

_ The Community Board has the support of all the elected officials representing the Community District referred
to above.

Meetings with City Agencies

Community Board 8 submitted a white paper to all City agencies prior to meeting with them to discuss the
proposed 197-a plan. This paper served as the basis for this 197-a Plan and was discussed in detail with all
the agencies.

10/21/02 DOT  Walk around site with Manhattan Borough Commissioner Margaret Forgione
10/22/02 DCP  Reviewed outline of plan & procedures to accomplish goal
12/13/02 DP&R Walk around with Joshua Laid to look at parks properties and waterfront
7/31/03 DP&R  Met with Commissioner Benepe & Manhattan Borough Commissioner Castro on 197-a Plan
10/25/04 DP&R  Met with Manhattan Borough Commissioner Castro on 197-a Plan
10/28/04 DOT  Met with Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione on197-a Plan
10/28/04 LPC  Met with Chairman Tierney on 197-a Plan
11/04/04 EDC  Met with Stephen Hayes, Vice President, Real Estate Development Division,
on 197-a Plan
2/24/05 DP&R  Met with Manhattan Borough Commissioner Castro on 197-a Plan
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Meetings with Other Groups

11/1 & 2/02
11/15/02
1/23/05

2/08/05

MAS Municipal Art Society workshop on 197-a Plans

MAS Met with Eva Handhardt to discuss 197-a Plan

EMA East Midtown Association Bid to discuss plan

Alice Artist, whose sculpture is located on top of Pavilion Park-
Aycock discussion of 197-a Plan {see letter of support for plan)

CB8 Resolutions Pertaining to 197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan

9/18/02
6/11/03
6/11/03
7/16/03

1/21/04

7/21/04

2/9/05

3/9/05

Community Board 8 authorizing the 197-a Plan

Community Board 8 approving the White Paper prepared by Buckhurst Fish & Jacquemart
Community Board 8 authorizing the 197-a Committee to raise funds to retain Planner
Community Board 8 authorizing retaining and repositioning kiosk on Bridge Plaza

Community Board 8 authorizing retention of the New York League for Conservation Voters-
Education Fund (NYLCV-EF) as a conduit for 197-a Plan

Community Board 8 authorizing retention of and signing contract with planner, Buckhurst Fish &
Jacquemart

Community Board 8 stating there should be no ferry landing at East 62nd Street and
suggesting the NYC Economic Development Corporation (NYC EDC) find alternate site in the sixties

Community Board 8 approving the adoption of the 197-a Plan prepared by Buckhurst
Fish & Jacquemart

Resolution of Manhattan Borough Board

2/17/05

The Department of City Planning shall accelerate its review of @ Community Board’s 197-a Plan
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APPENDIX B: CONSISTENCY WITH RELATED PLANS AND POLICIES & CHRONOLOGY OF PLANNING
EFFORTS SINCE 1986

CONSISTENCY WITH RELATED PLANS AND POLICIES

The Queensboro Bridge Area 197-a Plan is consistent with the goals set forth in planning policy documents
produced by the City of New York, including the City Planning Commission’s Strategic Plan, the Mayor’s
Preliminary Ten-Year Capital Strategy (2006-2015), and the Manhattan Borough President’s Comprehensive
Manhattan Waterfront Plan, as modified and adopted Summer 1997.

As a community-sponsored plan centered on the goals of improving waterfront access, enhancing existing
open space, creating new open space areas, improving connectivity between open spaces, enhancing
streetscapes and preserving views to and from the Queensboro Bridge and the waterfront, this 197-a Plan is
consistent with the City Planning Commission’s Strategic Plan, that includes the objective to “revitalize the
waterfront and enhance public open spaces.” The 197-a Plan is also in harmony with stated strategies of the
Mayor’s Preliminary Ten-Year Capital Strategy, which supports the Department of Parks and Recreation’s con-
tinuing commitment to provide quality open space. This strategy provides $86.7 million for the acquisition
of new parkland and tree planting, with $74.4 million dollars of the allocation directed toward tree planting
and the Greenstreets program to transform concrete traffic triangles and malls into green spaces, and $18.3
million to reconstruct the landscape and bikeway at East River Park. The Plan is also consistent with the
Manhattan Borough President’s Comprehensive Manhattan Waterfront Plan, which calls for the creation of
“a waterfront gateway along the Queensboro Bridge corridor by redeveloping spaces on the north side of
5%9th Street between Second Avenue and the East 60th Street Pavilion Park and esplanade,” and the contin-
uation of efforts “to relocate the 60th Street heliport and create public open space.”

The current proposal is also consistent with @ number of plans and policies that the City has developed for
the waterfront area, as follows:

A Greenway Plan for New York City, 1993, NYCkDepan‘menf of City Planning (DCP).

The Greenway Plan's goal of creating 350 miles of greenway throughout the City includes the Manhattan
Waterfront Greenway, a continuous 32-mile pathway around the Borough. This Plan seeks to connect exist-
ing waterfront segments, create new waterfront pathways and, where necessary, on-street routes to serve as
interim links between the waterfront paths in Manhattan.

Plan for The Manhatian Waterfront. NYC Comprehensive Waterfront Plan, 1993, NYCDCP.

This waterfront plan addressed detailed studies of waterfront areas (“reaches”) in Manhattan and makes spe-
cific recommendations for improved connections to and from the waterfront, esplanade construction, and cre-
ation of improved access at specific cross streets, including pedestrian bridges.

East River Bikeway and Esplanade Master Plan Report, 1996, NYC Economic Development Corporation.

Describes a continuous bikeway and esplanade running the length of the East River, from the Battery to East
125th Street, and lists plans and concerns for the area from the Battery to East 63rd Street. The Report
includes design guidelines for mixed-use paths, on-street bike lanes, and plants and architectural elements
along the esplanade.

New Waterfront Revitalization Program, NYC Department of City Planning, 2002.

Addresses the City's waterfront policies and consistency review process for projects located within the New
York State coastal zone. A project is considered consistent with the WRP when it will advance one or more of
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the 10 WRP policies. Relevant NYC Waterfront Revitalization Plan Coastal Zone policies in the study area
include:

* Policy 8.1 Preserve, protect, and maintain existing physical, visual and recreational access to the water-
front;

* Policy 8.2 Incorporate public access into new public and private development where compatible with the
proposed land use and coastal location;

* Policy 9.1 Protect and improve visual qualify associated with New York City's urban context and the his-
toric and working waterfront;

* Policy 10.1 Retain and preserve designated historic landmarks and features.

CHRONOLOGY OF PLANNING EFFORTS SINCE 1986
Upper East Side Public Recreational Open Space Facilities Inventory & Analysis, 1986-1987

Prepared by Thomas Balsley Associates.

This study assessed the general recreational needs of the area between 53rd Street, 96th Street, Fifth Avenue,
and the East River. While it does not address the Queensboro bridge area specifically, it does identify some
of the primary issues in the vicinity of the bridge that remain relevant today. These issues include the lack of
open space, particularly in the inland areas, and the need to redistribute active and passive open space in
order to provide a more balanced recreational system for the surrounding communities.

Queensboro Bridge East River Waterfront Gateway Planning and Urban Design Study, 1988
Prepared by Buckhurst Fish Hutton Katz and Quennell Rothschild Associates for The Parks Council and The

Municipal Art Society.

This study was the first to focus specifically on the Queensboro bridge area. It presents data on the area's
existing conditions and discusses its potential as a recreational area. It also reviews the relationship between
a possible revitalization effort and current city policies and plans such as the Waterfront Revitalization pro-
gram. In addition, it makes ¢ strong case against the hotel/heliport proposal that the Department of Ports
and Terminals had been supporting at that time. The study argues that a hotel/heliport complex would ruin
opportunity for further revitalization efforts, as well as increase pollution and noise in an already crowded
area.

Proposal for Open Space Plan: Queensboro Bridge Waterfront Gateway, Janua 1990

Prepared by the East River Waterfront Conservancy and NYC Dept. of City Planning.

This proposal for the improvement of open space around the Queensboro Bridge recommended integrating
a number of publicly owned open spaces along the waterfront and several parcels along 5%9th and 60th
Streets to Second Avenue, into a linear gateway park, providing access to the East River waterfront.

East River Waterfront Park: A Feasibility Study, February 1990
Prepared by Quennell Rothschild Associates and Craig Whitaker Architects for Greenacre Foundation.

This study reviewed various economic, jurisdictional, and engineering issues for the creation of the gateway
park, and presented two possible plans for a waterfront park between 59th and 61st Street. The goals of
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both plans included increasing the amount of open space around the waterfront and improving public access.
It does not address the areas under the bridge (between 59th and 60th Streets, and Second Avenue tfo the
west) that were discussed in the Queensboro Bridge Waterfront Gateway proposal.

East 60th Street Restaurant Facility Entrance Design Criteria, 1993

This document provides guidelines for the creation of a restaurant in the waterfront area, as proposed by both
plans discussed in the February 1990 feasibility study. The primary issue discussed in the document is the
contextual relationship between the park and the restaurant and whether the restaurant will create a private
space within the public waterfront area.

The East River Gateway Proposal, 1994
This proposal calls again for a comprehensive open space plan to guide the many agencies that control
property in the area.

Comprehensive Manhattan Waterfront Plan, as modified and adopted, 1997

Prepared for the Manhattan Borough President.

The borough-wide 197-a plan provides recommendations for the waterfront of the entire borough, including
some specific recommendations for 59th to 62nd Street. For instance, there are recommendations for a
Roosevelt Island Tramway signage program and a gateway enhancement plan for the approach info
Manhattan from the bridge.

Greater Bridgemarket Traffic Study, 1998
Prepared by New York City Department of City Planning, Transportation Division.

This study examined present and future traffic conditions, on- and off-street parking conditions, transit serv-
ice, and pedestrian circulation in the area bounded by York Avenue/Sutton Place on the east, Second Avenue
on the west, East 57th Street on the south and East 64th Street on the north. |t recommended improvements
to enhance vehicular and pedestrian safety, reduce congestion and improve air quality including signal tim-
ing modifications, transit improvements and truck signage improvements.

Resolution by Community Board 8 authorizing the Development of a 197-a Plan for the Queensboro Bridge
Area, September 30, 2002

This resolution states that because the city proposes to redevelop the waterfront area, and because the city
wants the community to become involved in the redevelopment process, the community has decided to cre-
ate a 197-a plan to guide the city in its attempt to revitalize the area.
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Kenneth M. Moltner 505 Park Avenue

Chair Suite 620
New York, N.Y. 10022
(212) 758-4340
E!Iza_befth McKee (212) 758-4616 (Fax)
District Manager T www.decny.com/cbB - Website
CB8M@aol.com - E-Mail
The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8
September 30, 2002
Hon. Amanda M. Burden
Chair
Department of City Planning

22 Reade Street
New York, New York 10007

Dear Chair Burden:

At its Land Use/ Full Board meeting on Wednesday, September 18, 2002, Community Board 8M passed
the following resolution by a vote of 33 in favor, 0 opposed and 2 abstentions:

WHEREAS Community District 8M has the least amount of parkland among Districts citywide, and

WHEREAS the City will be planning, in the near future, the development of the vacant heliport site at
62™ Street, and _

WHEREAS the City has suggested that the community provide input for the planning of this site, and
WHEREAS the 197-a Plan is the appropriate process for doing so, and

WHEREAS the community has long been desirous of linking and improving access to the open spaces
from the East River Esplanade, Heliport Site, and from 59 and 60™ Streets up to the Tramway Park, in-
cluding the entryway to the Queensborough Bridge, and

WHEREAS each one of these sites will be developed over a period of time based on available funding,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Community Board 8M authorizes the development of a 197-a
Plan for the above-mentioned open spaces to be linked in a complete visual and physical parkland plan.

Sincgrely,

_ 2212‘_-)7’70 /e _
Chair

cc: Hon. Michael Bloomberg
Hon. A. Gifford Miller
Hon. C. Virginia Fields
Hon. Liz Krueger
Hon. John Ravitz
Hon. Pete Grannis
Hon. Eva Moskowitz
Margaret Forgione, Manhattan Borough Commissioner, NYC DOT
William Castro, Manhattan Borough Commissioner, NYC DPR
Richard Barth, Director, Manhattan Office, Department of City Planning
Shampa Chanda, Department of City Planning



Charles S. Warren 505 Park Avenue

Chair ) @ . Suite 620
4 "'w? 43 8 New York, N.Y. 10022
Elizabeth McKee :EIF‘;,? S (212) 758-4340
District Manager 2 WS (212) 758-4616 (Fax)
"’.*‘;;15’:55,:“' info@cb8m.com- E-Mail

www.cb8m.com - Website

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

February 16, 2005
Mr. Paul Januszewski
The Economic Development Corporation

110 William Street
New York, NY 10007

Re: 197-a Plan for the Queensboro Bridge Area.
Dear Mr. Januszewski:

At the Wednesday, February 9, 2005 Land Use Committee meeting of Community Board 8M the following
resolution was adopted by a vote of 27 in favor, 1 opposed, and 0 abstentions:

WHEREAS, the status of the Economic Development Corporation’s East River Commuter Ferry Service at East
62™ Street is currently uncertain due to conditions beyond EDC’s control; and

WHEREAS, there are no plans at this time to implement the installation of a ferry landing at
East 62 Street; and 2

WHEREAS, Community Board 8M is well along in its 197-a Plan which includes a new public park at the
waterfront, between 59* and 63™ Streets, and it would be difficult to have a ferry landing at East 62 Street; and

WHEREAS, Community Board 8 prior to the initiation of the 197-a plan supported the installation of a ferry
landing at East 62™ Street,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, consistent with the vision of its 197-a Plan, Community Board 8 has
adopted the position that there should not be a ferry landing between East 59" and East 63™ Streets where the
proposed riverfront park is to be located, and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Community Board 8 suggests the Economic
Development Corporation identifies an alternate location in the East Sixties for the siting of a ferry landing.

%gww O T eh e #%/Jméwm

/e
Charles S. Warren Judith E. Schneider and Helene Simon

Chair Co-Chairs, 197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Subcommittee

cc: Stephen Hayes




Charles S. Warren 505 Park Avenue
Chair Suite 620
New York, N.Y. 10022
Elizabeth McKee (212) 758-4340
District Manager (212} 758-4616 (Fax)
info@cb8m.com- E-Mail

www.cb8m.com ~ Website

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

March 14, 2005

Hon. Amanda Burden

Director, Department of City Planning
22 Reade Street

New York, New York 10007

RE: 197-a Plan for the Queensboro Bridge Area

Dear Director Burden:

At the Wednesday, March 9, 2005 Land Use Committee meeting of Community Board 8M the following
resolution was adopted by a vote of 29 in favor, 0 opposed, and 2 abstention:

WHEREAS, Community Board 8 has developed a 197-a Plan to enhance the open spaces and to connect the
corridors of open space from 2™ Avenue to the waterfront along the Queensboro Bridge at East 59™ Street to East
63" Street; and

WHEREAS, the 197-a Plan was developed as a result of many meetings over a period of two years with
Community Board 8 members, members of the community, and representatives of city agencies and elected
officials; and :

WHEREAS, the 197-a Plan provides access to the waterfront from the avenues; and

WHEREAS, the 197-a Plan improves the neighborhood, which is changing from commercial to residential along
60" Street; and

WHEREAS, Pavilion Park is used mostly by dog owners, and the open space and increased amenities would
strengthen its presence in the community and bring more residents to the park; and

WHEREAS, the southern end of the Esplanade was dormant prior to the current FDR reconstruction and the 197-a
Plan identifies its highest and best use as a riverfront community park; and

WHEREAS, the 197-a Plan recognizes that an economic component may be required, and in such case that a
small scale economic component such as a seasonal café should be considered to help meet park maintenance
costs and to provide activity and security to the Esplanade; and

WHEREAS, the plan prepared by Buckhurst Fish & Jacquemart meets the goals and objectives in Community
Board 8’s Resolution of September 18, 2002; and



WHEREAS, upon the successful completion of the 197-a Plan, Community Board 8 understands it will be
necessary for Community Board 8 to work with the appropriate city agencies, elected officials and other funding
sources to identify and procure the financial support to implement the Plan;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Community Board 8 approves the adoption of the 197-a Plan prepared
by Buckhurst Fish & Jacquemart.

Sincerely,

(Al S hirrer

-

Charles S. Warren

Chair

ccl

Hon. A. Gifford Miller
Hon. C. Virginia Fields
Hon. Carolyn Maloney
Hon. Liz Krueger

Hon. Jonathan Bing
Hon. Pete Grannis

Hon. Eva Moskowitz
Hon. Adrian Benepe
Hon. William Castro
Hon. Iris Weinshall
Hon. Margaret Forgione
Hon. Robert Tierney
Mr. Steven Hayes

Mr. Raymond Gastil
M:s. Elizabeth Mackintosh
Mr. Adam Wolf

Judith E. Schneider and Helene Simon
Co-Chairs, 197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Subcommitiee




TaE CITY op NEw YORK
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BoROUGH OF MANBATTAN

C. VizGINIA FizLDS
Borouas PRESIDENT

MANSATTAN BOROUGH BOARD RESOLUTION -
February 17, 2005

WHEREAS, The City Charter, in Section 197-1, authorizes cdmmunity boards and
. bomghbmmspomr/phmfor&edﬂdapmuﬁ,grwﬂtapdhnpmemmtot
the city, its boroughs and commmuities; : k S

WHEREAS, Once approved bytheChyPhnnhz Commissich and adopted by the
City Council, 197-a plans guide future actions of city agencies in the areas addressed
in the plans, . ' . -

. WHEREAS, Community Bogrds in Manhattan have and willk contirue to submit
197-a Plans to the Department of City Planping as & Land Use Application pursuant
to Sectfon 197-a in order to commence review of the Plan thréugh the Uniform Land
Use Review Procedure (ULURP), :

WHERFAS, Such 197-a Plans are the result of a multl-year dollaborative effort of
'Community Beards and its residents, business owners and kdy stakeholders to

develop a framework to guide decisions concerning public anid private sector land.
use initiatives; . : -

W‘HEREAS,_DeveldpenﬂzmughontManhattméteexpectpdﬁvmthne to time to
submit ULURP applcations to change the zoning of certain portions of the borough
in order to accommodate plaus for expansion and/or new development; S

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Department of City Planning shail
accelerate its review of 2 Community Boaxd’s 197-a application. This is necessary in
order to expedite the certification process of the community-based plan in order to
move forward to the Planning Commisston and City Council review process when a
Community Board submits a 197-a Plan prior to, or coincident with, the submission

;Jit:mgjor land use proposal (197-c application) related to tie same zoning lot or
ots; ‘ E

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Department of City Planning cannot
decline to certify a 197-a application which is complete and '

Munacreal Bunoma « | Canree STREET ¢ NwYou.zNYlOOO?
PrONE(212) 669-8300 Fax(212) 6694305
WWW.CVEIELDSMBP.ORO



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Department of City Planning cannot
hat the processing of said 197-a application in any Community District because
there is a 197-¢ application pending consideration and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the New York City.

whmappﬁmﬂmammmme@mmwmmmmof
thgmapmm.(Z)quﬁngawﬁmmemandhowm
‘plan will be utilized. The Compiunity Board shall also be notifikd in both instances.
No further action shall be inftiated by the eparunmt'ofCityP!nnningwiihmtsaid'
process heing adhered to. : ’ . :




NEWYORK

LIZ KRUEGER RANKING MINORITY MEMBER
SENATOR, 26TH DISTRICT STATE HOUSING. CONSTRUCTION &
. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
ALBANY OFFICE
R00M 302 : S E NATE COMMITTEES:
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING

ALBANY. NEW YORK 12147
5181455-2297
FAX (51814266874

ALCOROLISM & DRUG ABUSE
CHILDREN & FAMILIES
CITIES
CONSUMER PROTECTION
SOCIAL SERVICES

ALBANY NEW YORK 12247 AGRICULTURE

DISTRICT OFFICE
211 EAST 43RD STREET
SUITE 1300
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017
21405
FAX{Z131490-2151

E-MAIL
LRRUEGERSSENATESTATENY US

December 18%, 2003
To Whom It May Concern:

I write to lend my full support for Community Board 8’s efforts to develop a Queensboro
Bridge Area 197-A Plan. Community Board 8 has taken the initiative in planning for the
revitalization of the area in the vicinity of the Queensboro Bridge, and the
implementation of this plan would significantly improve the quality-of-life of the overall
neighborhood.

Community Board 8 suffers from a serious deficiency in public open space. The ratio of
park acres per 1,000 persons is only .60, which is far below the city average of 3.82, and
the area examined in the proposed 197-A plan is far from both Central Park and Carl
Schurz Park. In addition, access to the waterfront is limited in this neighborhood and
along most of the East Side. Through the creation of a network of open spaces arranged
around the Bridge with connections to the waterfront, this plan represents an opportunity
to address the need for more open green space, while reclaiming the waterfront for
purposes that address the social and recreational needs of the surrounding community.

[ also want to emphasize that the 197-a plan is consistent with the stated policies of the
City’s Waterfront Revitalization Program and the 1997 Comprehensive Manhattan
Waterfront Plan, which consists of a set of recommendations passed by the City Council
to guide the future use and improvement of Manhattan’s entire waterfront.

The provisions in the New York City Charter (Section 197-a) for the development of
local plans gives Community Boards an ideal framework for community-based planning.
Community Board 8 is seizing this opportunity through the development of a feasible
plan that directly addresses the community’s need for open space and access to the
waterfront. I am committed to working with the New York City Department of City
Planning and other relevant agencies to ensure that Community Board 8’s vision for this
neighborhood is realized.

Sincerely,
/az Rrveg

Liz Krueger
State Senator




GIFFORD MILLER
OOUNCIL MEMREK » 5™ DISTRICT
DISTRICT OFFICE
. THE COUNCIL

212) 535-53%4
FAX (212) 5)5-605¢ OF

miller@council aye.ay.us THE CITY OFNEW YORK

SPEAKER

February 3, 2004
To Whom It May Concern:

I'am proud to support the Queensboro Bridge Area Proposed 197-a Plan to provide open
green space, passive recreational facilities and street greenery to an area stretching from the Fast
River Esplanade to Tramway Park (at Second Avenue between 59th and 60th streets).

The area surrounding the Queensboro Bridge has long been underutilized and neglected
as construction projects and infrastructure improvements have taken priority. The area is an
important component of our city and includes the grand Queensboro Bridge, the open space
setting of the East River, and important transportation links (the East side of Manhattan is
directly connected to Roosevelt Island via the tramway and the area is bisected by the FDR Drive
along the East River linking Manhattan and other boroughs).

Despite the fact that Manhattan Community District Eight is one of the most densely
populated residential areas in the city, the ratio of park acres per 1,000 persons in Community
Board Eight is only 0.60 - far below the city average of 3.82. The Queensboro Bridge area has
even less open space and street greenery is sparse.

Thel97-a plan establishes a network of public open spaces around the Bridge, including
the enhancement of the Bridge Plaza at Second Avenue. The plan would improve connections
between existing open space areas (including Honey Locust Park and extension, The Triangle,
the Queensboro Oval, Pavilion Park and Tramway Park), as well as create safer and more
efficient vehicular and pedestrian pathways and make sidewalk improvements, including street
trees.

In 2002, Community Board 8 passed a resolution authorizing a 197-a plan for the
Queensboro Bridge Area to help guide the city in its attempts to revitalize the area.

I look forward to working with the planners, community board members, government

agencies and neighborhood groups to do everything possible to make the 197-a plan a reality. If
successful, the community and our city will reap the benefit for years to come.

Sigfprely,
IFFORD MILLER

Speaker



THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK
ALBANY

0 1672 First Avenue
New York, New York 10128
{212) 880-4906

a Room 712
Lagislative Office Building
. New York 12248
(518) 455-5676

February 13, 2004

Mr. Charles S. Warren

Chair

Community Board 8 Manhattan
503 Park Avenue — Suite 620
New York, NY 10022-1106

Dear Mr.w : '

The Queensboro Bridge Area 197-a Plan that Commur‘lity Board 8 is developing has my full
support. The creation of a greenway along 59" and 60" Streets from Tramway Park on Second
Avenue o the East River Esplanade with the inclusion of the form§r Heliport sm? will greatly
improve the appearance of this corridor and the general quality of life for the resident

community

The implementation of this plan would add usable green space to CB 8 which at present has a
dearth of such amenities, as you and CB8 members know well. In addition, this plan will
improve access to the waterfront, which is limited in this neighborhood and along most of the

Upper East Stde.

Based on my staff’s participation in the meetings with the Board’s 197-a Qt{eensborq Bridge
Area Subcommittee and discussions with the Board members who are working on this plan, [
believe that it has been well conceived and conforms to the intentions of Section 197-a of the
New York City Charter for community-based pianning. Please feel. free to call on me if I can be
of any assistance in helping to ensure that this project comes to fruition.

Sinc

>/

Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly

{" Printed on recycied paper.



THE ASSEMBLY
STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY COMMITTEES
Heaith
Housing
JONATHAN L. BING Judiciary
Mamber of Assembly Social Services
737 Assambly District Tourism, Arts & Sports Development

February 13, 2004

Mr. Charles Warren

Chairman, Manhattan Community Board 8
505 Park Avenue, Suite 620

New York, NY 10022

Dear Chuck:

[ write in support of Community Board 8’s efforts to create a proposed
197-a plan for the Queensboro Bridge area between East 59" and 60'" Streets and on the
FDR Drive in the East 60s.

The Upper East Side area served by Community Board 8 has some of the
least amount of parkland of any community board area in New York City. There is also
little access to the East River waterfront. The proposed 197-a plan will expand open
space and waterfront access, bring much needed greenery to an area where it is
desperately needed, and create safer and more efficient pedestrian, bicycle and
automobile pathways. At the same time, the proposed 197-a plan will preserve views to
and from the East River and Queensboro Bridge.

With the renovation of the FDR Drive commencing soon and scheduled to
be completed in April 2007, now is the appropriate time to enact this 197-a plan. We
should not move forward with reconstruction of the FDR Drive and the Bridge area
without a comprehensive plan for the East 50s and East 60s that takes into account the
changes to the neighborhood that will occur over the next few years. Further, the plan is
consisted with the policies stated in New York City’s Weierfront Revitalization Program
and Comprehensive Waterfront Plan.

Please let me know how my office may be of assistance to Community
Board 8 as it develops its vision for an area that is a vital part of the Upper East Side and

TRECEIVED
Sincerely,

FEB 17 2004 / ~Z -

~

COMMUNITY BOARD #8 P Jonathan L. Bing

N.Y.C.-MANHATTAN s Assembly Member

DISTRICT OFFICE: 360 East 57™ Straet, Mazzanine Level, New York, New York 10022, (212) 605-0937
ALBANY OFFICE: Room 827, Legisiative Office Building, Atbany, New York 12248, (518) 455-4754

9 Printad on recycied paper.



OISTRICT OFACES:

CARULTIN D, IMALUNE Y ;ﬁiﬁ"
147H DIsTRICT, NEW YORK : O 1651 THIRD AVENUE
2331 Raveunn House OFFicE Bukowa : '] New 50? 31‘101 28
Wumn(g;g;qﬁgg;s:s-ﬂu "‘ """.'|'!| _u';-j (212} 860-0606
COMMITTEES: -' N
FINANCIAL SERVICES : 0 2811 Astomia Bowsvano
] ASTORIA, NY 11302
GOVERNMENT REFORM Congress of the United States i 2 00s
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE Bouge of Repregentatives ERSTE: . house.govimalaney
Washington, B 20515-3214

February 23, 2004

Helene Simon and Judith Schneider

Co-Chairs 197-A Queensboro Bridge Area Subcommittee
Community Board 8

505 Park Avenue ~ Suite 620

New York, NY 10022

Dear Ms. Simon and Ms. Schneider,

[ am writing to express my enthusiastic support of Community Board 8's effort to develop a 197-A
plan for the area near the Queensboro Bridge. Now that the 60 Street Heliport has been closed, it is
important to the community for this area near the waterfront to be developed for the enjoyment of the general
public. Iam encouraged that Community Board 8 is taking the lead in developing a plan for the area.

Open space is scarce within Community Board 8, which is one of the most the most densely
populated communities in the nation. While the average ratio of park acres per 1000 persons citywide is
3.82, Community Board 8's ratio is only .60. Further, the neighborhood in question is located at a significant
distance from both Central Park and Carl Schurz Park, which are currently the closest parks in the area.
Accordingly, if this area is developed as park space it will provide much-needed relief to the surrounding
community. Moreover, proper development of this area will, for the first time in memory, provide the public

with access to the waterfront.

I am delighted that Community Board 8 is availing itself of the opportunity provided by Section 197-a
of the New York City Charter to develop a land use plan for this area. Community Board 8 has been
particularly vocal about the need to develop land use plans that create a more human scale in a densely
populated community. By developing a plan to redevelop the Queensboro Bridge area for park and
recreational use, Community Board 8 is fulfilling its historical pattern of encouraging the city to create oases

of light, air and green space in this very urban neighborhood.

Simply put, this neighborhood needs this project. I look forward to working with Community Board
8 to bring this concept into reality.

Sincerely, .
Lacc H1 NI TRV e
CAROALYN B. MALONEY
Member of Congress

\-

CBM/jb
Please Reply To: 1651 Third Avenue, Suite 3TV NE¥FEANY 10128-3679



EVA MOSKOWITZ CHAIR
COUNCIL MEMBER, 4™ DISTRICT EDUCATION
o DISTRICT OFFICE
420 LEXINGTON AVENLE, SUTE 10 OCOMMITTEES
NEW YORK, NY 10017
i Tre CounaL FINANCE
FAX: (17 180706 OF THE GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
o OOTY HALL OFFICE TRANSPORTATION
250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1545 Q1Y oF NEW YORK
NEW YORK, NY 10007
(213 7793

FAX (212) 442 1487

March 9, 2004
To Whom It May Concemn:

[ am writing today to express my support for Community Board 8’s 197(a) planning
efforts for the Queensboro Bridge area. This plan will greatly improve our neighborhood
as well as reviving a series of underutilized public spaces.

The areas surrounding the majestic Queensboro Bridge offer an opportunity to expand
open space and recreational facilities in a neighborhood that is densely populated and
starved of quality, local open space. The Bridgemarket development has already proven
the commercial viability of development in this area, as well as highlighting the creative
uses possible for the areas surrounding the bridge.

Community Board 8’s proposed 197(a) plan goes a step further. The plan envisions a
serious of interconnected public open spaces leading from the Tramway Plaza to the
abandoned heliport at the foot of the Queensboro Bridge. This plan will create significant
new open space resources in the community as well as opening up a beautiful are of the
East River. The heliport site offers sweeping views of the river, the Queensboro Bridge,
the United Nations and the Midtown skyline. Community Board 8’s proposal will return
this tremendous asset to the community and the city at large.

I look forward to working with the Community Board and the community groups active
in supporting this plan. I hope to see movement on this issue in the near future. If you
have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me or a member of my staff at
(212) 788-7393.

Sincerely,

Eva Moskowitz
Council Member
4® District



ALICE AYCOCK
Avc., LTD.
82 GREENE STREET
New YORK, NY 10012
PHONE: 212-966-4722
FAX: 212-841-1885
EmMAIL: Y L0

Charles Warren, Chair
Community Board 8

505 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

March 7, 2005
Dear Charles Warren,

I would like to take this opportunity to express my support for the 197a Plan
for the Queensboro Bridge area, which is being prepared for and presented
to Community Board #6. In the fall of 1995, I completed the installation of
the East River Roundahout at the park — a roof sculpture whose main
clement consisted of a looping spiral truss, which weaves through the roof
system,

The project grew out of a collaborative process with the landscape
architecture firm of Quennell Rothschild Associates of New York City and
HOK/TCA associated architects for the New York Hospital, New York City.
It utilized an existing structure along the waterfront, a former Sanitation
Department garage, transforming it into a multi-use park pavilion by
removing the skin and exposing the skeletal steel structure of the building to
call attention to the site from the waterfront as well as the East River
Esplanade.

I have met with Paul Buckhurst and some of the members of Community
Board #6 to review and discuss their plans and I conveyed my enthusiasm
for their proposal, Despite all of our efforts the area has never been able to
link up coherently with the Fast River Esplanade and become the riverfront



park that it was meant to be. This new development would extend our initial
efforts in that direction and provide a delightful place for people 10

congregate along the river.

Sincerely,

Qﬂw‘w&

ice Aycoc
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505 Park Avenue, Suite 620

Charies 8. Warren New York, N.Y. 10022-1106

Chalr (212) 7584340
(212) 758-4618 (Fax)
Elizabeth McKee www.cb8m.com - Website

S info@cbBm.com - E-Mail

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

August 18, 2005

The Honorable William Castro
Manhattan Borough Commissioner

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
24 West 61% Street - 5* Floor

New York, New York 10023

RE:  197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan of Community
Board 8
Dear Commissioner Castro:
~ We are pleased to send you a copy of the Plan that we have
submitted to Department City Planning for Threshold

Review.

Thank you for your help and continued support in this

effort.
ingerely ,
. 7
( /i / ;
: " M : \JW ;
Helene Simion and Judith Scifheider g C
Co-Chairs 197-a Committee

Enclosure



505 Park Avenue, Suite 620
New York, N.Y. 10022-1108
(212) 758-4340

(212) 7584616 (Fax)
www.cb8m.com - Website
info@cbBm.com - E-Mail

Charles S. Warren
Chair

Elizabeth McKse
District Manager

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

August 18, 2005

The Honorable Margaret Forgione
Manhattan Borough Commissioner
NYC Department of Transportation
40 worth Street - 11% Floor

New York, New York 10013

RE:  197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan of Community
Board 8

Dear Commissioner Forgione:

We are pleased to send you a copy of the Plan that we have

submitted to Department City Planning for Threshold

Review.

Thank you for your help and continued support in this
effort.

ihcéerely

Helene Simarf and Judith Schébider — >
Co-Chairs 197-a Committee

Enclosure



505 Park Avenue, Suite 620
New York, N.Y. 10022-1106
(212) 758-4340

(212) 758-46186 (Fax)
www.cb8m.com - Website

info@cb8m.com - E-Mail

Charles 8. Warren
Chair

Elizabeth McKee
District Manager

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

August 18, 2005

Mr. Stephen Hayes

Vice President Real Estate Development Division
NYC Economic Development Corporation

110 Williams Street

New York, New York 10038

RE:  197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan of Community
Board 8

Dear Mr. Hayes:

We are pleased to send YOu a copy of the Plan that we have
submitted to Department City Planning for Threshold
Review.

Thank you for your help and continued support in this
effort.

Singerely / ~

. S - / -. 8 ~
Helene Sifnon and JudithSchneider =~ =/
Co-Chairs 197-a Committee

Enclosure



505 Park Avenue, Suite 620
New York, N.Y. 10022-1106
(212) 758-4340

(212) 758-4616 (Fax)
www.cbBm.com - Website
info@cb8m.com - E-Mail

Charles S. Warren
Chair

Elizabeth McKee
District Manager

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

August 18, 2005

The Honorable Angela Licata

Assistant Commissioner

NYC Department of Environmental Protection
59-17 Junction boulevard

Flushing, New York 11373

RE:  197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan of Community
Board 8

Dear Commissioner Licata:

We are pleased to send you a copy of the Plan that we have

submitted to Department City Planning for Threshold

Review.

Thank you for your help and continued support in this

effort,
Sincérely
7
elene Sim e calen )
Co-Chairs 197-a Commi 7

Enclosure



Charies S. Wamren 505 Park Avenue, Suite 620

Chair New York, N.Y. 10022-.1108
(212) 7584340

beth McKee (212) 758-4616 (ng)
gsitnﬁct Manager www.cb8m.com - Website

info@cb8m.com - £-Mail

The City of New York
Manhattan Community Board 8

August 18, 2005

The Honorable Robert B. Tierney
Chairman

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
1 Centre Street - 9% Floor

New York, New York 10007

RE:  197-a Queensboro Bridge Area Plan of Community
Board 8

Dear Chairman Tiemey:

We are pleased to send you a copy of the Plan that we have

submitted to Department City Planning for Threshold

Review.

Thank you for your help and continued support in this

Bl g

Helene Sim6n and Judith
Co-Chairs 197-a Committee

Enclosure



