 

	




	Thursday, June 9, 2011

	 


	 
Bike Bonanzas Roll Out
Bike Month brought the first two Bike Bonanzas of the season. A partnership between Recycle-A-Bicycle, Bike New York, and DOT, Bike Bonanzas help make bicycling as easy, safe, and fun as possible for your entire family. DOT distributes free bicycle helmets and provides rules education, Recycle-A-Bicycle offers a kids’ bike swap, and Bike New York offers learn-to-ride classes and skills clinics.
The first Bonanza at East River Park also featured the 4th Annual Lower East Side Kids’ Art Bike Parade presented by the East Village Community Coalition and Partnership for Parks. We even had some famous faces! Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez, State Senator Daniel Squadron, State Assemblyman Brian Kavanaugh, and Councilwoman Rosie Mendez all stopped by!
There are still five Bonanzas left this year—one in each borough—so make sure to check the schedule. The next Bonanza is part of theHarlem Skyscraper Cycling Classic on Sunday, June 19 in Marcus Garvey Park in Manhattan.
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New Lanes for Washington Avenue
A new set of bike lanes have been installed on Washington Avenue from Eastern Parkway to Dean Street, creating a safe connection between east/west routes along the corridor. In response to a community petition for safety improvements at the intersection of Atlantic and Washington Avenues, DOT collaborated with local groups including the Washington Avenue-Prospect Heights Merchants Association, P-Street Block Association, and Heart of Brooklyn to develop a set of improvements. DOT held two community meetings and one workshop to create a comprehensive street plan for Washington Avenue, expanding the scope of the initial request to extend to Eastern Parkway. The new design for Washington Avenue will include shorter crosswalks and a new planted median at Atlantic Avenue, expansion of Lowry Triangle Park, and a sidewalk extension with trees and safety island at Park Place.
Read more details about the project (pdf)
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The Art and Style of Carrying Things By Bike
A bike is a perfect vehicle for running errands. You can carry things farther and faster than on foot and you can often lock up right in front of the store. A whole variety of bike baskets, bags, panniers, and cupholders are available at most bikeshops and online. So ride on and keep your hands free and your back less sweaty!
                  Front baskets are great because they allow you to keep an eye on your stuff while you ride. But be careful not to overload them, as it can limit your ability to steer.
                  If you don’t have too much to carry, cute, easy-to-remove, handbags that easily clip on to your handlebars or your rack are a stylish addition to any bike.
                  If you have a rear rack, invest in a simple pair of panniers or saddlebags. Panniers are lightweight, so they won’t hinder you when they’re empty. They close on top and are often waterproof, so you’ll be able to protect your stuff from the elements. Get creative!
                  Want your morning coffee while you ride? Bicycle cup holders keep your coffee upright and your hands free.
                  Never hang bags on your handlebars. It upsets your balance and you never know when something might poke through and go right into your spokes.
 
Bike Smart!
You can only enjoy your bike if you still have it. Invest in a heavy-duty lock and make sure to lock both wheels and all quick release parts. Try to lock to a designated bike rack. Never lock your bike to trees, subway railings, or private property, like fences.
 
Road and Bridge Closures
For information about street closures, sign up for weekly traffic advisories.
Free Helmets
The DOT has distributed over 23,000 official NYC Bicycle Helmets for free to New York City residents. You can schedule a time to get fitted for an NYC helmet at one of the DOT's Safety Cities by calling 311. Check our events calendar for upcoming fittings.
Suggest Bike Rack Locations
DOT is working with community boards to identify strategic areas to install clusters of new bike parking. If you'd like to suggest an area that needs bike parking, contact your community board.
Report a Problem or Send Kudos
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 HYPERLINK "http://nyc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4fe702da81ba353706cacf86&id=0a82ceea60&e=ae1a98d952" \t "_blank" Potholes
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 HYPERLINK "http://nyc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4fe702da81ba353706cacf86&id=ff98436b2f&e=ae1a98d952" \t "_blank" Street Construction Hazards
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 HYPERLINK "http://nyc.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=f4fe702da81ba353706cacf86&id=87fc3eb8e9&e=ae1a98d952" \t "_blank" Missing or Broken Street Signs
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Report a faded or damaged bike lane: Call 311
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 HYPERLINK "http://nyc.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4fe702da81ba353706cacf86&id=8178dc8199&e=ae1a98d952" \t "_blank" Other Complaints and Compliments



