
 

Commissioner Strickland Promotes Nine Veteran Members of Department 
of Environmental Protection Police Force 

DEP Police Protect Drinking Water for 9 Million New Yorkers 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner Carter Strickland today presided over a 

promotion ceremony for nine Environmental Police Officers at the department’s Police Academy in Kingston, NY. One 

Inspector was promoted to the rank of Deputy Chief, while eight Officers were promoted to Detective Specialist. The 

promoted officers reside in Rockland, Sullivan and Ulster counties. Since 2002, DEP has doubled the size of its police 

division, which now includes 221 sworn members. 

“The tragic events in Boston this week remind us that the threat of terrorism is still very real and our Environmental 

Protection Officers are the first line of defense in protecting the lands, reservoirs and infrastructure that provide clean 

drinking water to 9 million New Yorkers,” said Commissioner Strickland, who was joined by Deputy Commissioner for 

Police and Security Kevin McBride and Chief Peter Fusco. “I congratulate these officers for demonstrating the skill, 

character and dedication that make them effective leaders in the Police Division and remind all DEP employees to remain 

vigilant - because we all share in the collective responsibility of protecting our employees and critical facilities.” 

The DEP Police Division was established more than 100 years ago. It is charged with protecting the city’s water supply 

system, which includes more than 2,000 square miles of watershed land across nine counties, 19 reservoirs, three 

controlled lakes, hundreds of miles of tunnels and aqueducts, seven upstate wastewater treatment plants, laboratories, 

and chlorination, water filtration and ultra-violet disinfection facilities. DEP police patrol the watershed by foot, bicycle, all-

terrain vehicle, motorcycle, boat, and aircraft. They also maintain specially trained units that include a detective bureau, 

emergency service unit, canine unit, strategic patrol unit and aviation unit. 

The following inspector was promoted to deputy chief: 

Deputy Chief Frank J. Milazzo joined the DEP police in December 1995 and began his career on patrol in the Croton 

Precinct. He was promoted to Detective in July 1997; Sergeant in December 1997; Lieutenant in April 2000; Captain in 

December 2001; and Inspector in July 2007. He has served in the Croton and Hillview precincts and the Police Director’s 

Office. 

Currently the Bureau Administrator, Milazzo previously served as the Commanding Officer of the Chief of Department’s 

Office; the Special Operations Division Commander; the West of Hudson Patrol Division Commander, and the Hillview 

Precinct Commander. 



Deputy Chief Milazzo earned an associate’s degree from the Culinary Institute of America. Prior to his service with the 

DEP police, he served with the Town of Marlborough and Town of Fishkill police departments for eight years. 

The following environmental police officers were promoted to detective specialist: 

Det. Joseph Colby joined the DEP police in July 2006, and began his career in the Special Operations Division, Strategic 

Patrol Unit. In May 2008, he was selected for and transferred to the Emergency Service Unit. Colby has proudly served in 

the U.S. Marine Corps since November 2003. 

Det. Ronald Hewlett III joined the DEP police in July 2001, and began his career on patrol in the Neversink Precinct. In 

February 2007, he was selected for and transferred to the Special Operations Division, Emergency Service Unit. Hewlett 

attended Sullivan County Community College. 

Det. William R. Kresser joined the DEP Police in July 2006, and began his career on Patrol Division in the Ashokan 

Precinct. In August 2007, he was selected for and transferred to the Special Operations Division, Emergency Service Unit. 

Kresser graduated from Syracuse University with a bachelor’s degree in communications. 

Det. Gregg Marinelli joined the DEP police in October 2002, and began his career on patrol in the Neversink Precinct. In 

August 2003, he was selected for and transferred to the Special Operations Division, Canine Unit. In August 2007, he was 

selected for and transferred to the Emergency Service Unit. 

Det. Benjamin P. Monell Jr. joined the DEP police in December 2003, and began his career on patrol in the Neversink 

Precinct. In February 2007, he was selected for and transferred to the Special Operations Division, Emergency Service 

Unit. Monell attended Alfred University for criminal justice. 

Det. Jose E. Rivera joined the DEP police in July 2002, and began his career on patrol in the Hillview Precinct. In 

February 2007, he was selected for and transferred to the Special Operations Division, Emergency Service Unit. Rivera 

attended John Jay College for criminal justice. 

Det. Michael Upshaw joined the DEP police in March 2007, and began his career in the Special Operations Division, 

Strategic Patrol Unit. In May 2008, he was selected for and transferred to the Emergency Service Unit. Upshaw attended 

Columbia-Green Community College. 

Det. Michael Wilkins joined the DEP police in December 2005, and began his career in the Special Operations Division, 

Strategic Patrol Unit. In February 2007, he was selected for and transferred to the Emergency Service Unit. Wilkins has 

proudly served in the Armed Forces since 1998. 

DEP manages New York City’s water supply, providing more than one billion gallons of water each day to more than 9 

million residents, including 8.3 million in New York City, and residents of Ulster, Orange, Putnam, and Westchester 

counties. This water comes from the Catskill, Delaware, and Croton watersheds that extend more than 125 miles from the 

City, and the system comprises 19 reservoirs, three controlled lakes, and numerous tunnels and aqueducts. DEP employs 

nearly 6,000 employees, including almost 1,000 scientists, engineers, surveyors, watershed maintainers and others 



professionals in the upstate watershed. In addition to its $68 million payroll and $153 million in annual taxes paid in 

upstate counties, DEP has invested more than $1.5 billion in watershed protection programs—including partnership 

organizations such as the Catskill Watershed Corporation and the Watershed Agricultural Council—that support 

sustainable farming practices, environmentally sensitive economic development, and local economic opportunity. In 

addition, DEP has a robust capital program with over $13 billion in investments planned over the next 10 years that will 

create up to 3,000 construction-related jobs per year. For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/dep, like us on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com/nycwater, or follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/nycwater. 

  

  

 

City Completes $38 Million Water Main Installation in Manhattan Five 
Months Ahead of Schedule 

Completion of Project Marks Important Step Towards the Activation of the 

Manhattan Section of City Water Tunnel No. 3 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Carter Strickland and Department of Design and 

Construction Commissioner David Burney today announced that a $38 million construction project critical to the activation 

of City Water Tunnel No. 3 was completed five months ahead of schedule. The work, on Manhattan’s Upper East Side 

included the installation of approximately 2,750 feet of new trunk water mains. Trunk water mains range in size from 30 to 

48 inches and serve as a conduit between the large water tunnel shafts and the smaller water mains that make up the 

local distribution networks. The completion of the project marks an important step towards the activation of the Manhattan 

section of City Water Tunnel No. 3, which is scheduled to take place by the end of the year. 

“When the final Manhattan section of Water Tunnel Number 3 is turned on later this year it will be a historic moment in the 

history of New York City’s water supply system,” said DEP Commissioner Strickland. “With the City’s population expected 

to grow to 9 million by 2030 and with a record number of tourists visiting New York each year, the investments we are 

making today will ensure a reliable supply of clean drinking water for generations to come.” 

“This important project completes part of the distribution water mains needed to activate the Manhattan section of Water 

Tunnel No. 3 by the end of the year. I’m pleased to report that we finished this project five months ahead of schedule, and 

we are aiming for similar results at the other critical shaft-connection projects we have underway right now in Manhattan,” 

said Commissioner Burney. “The early completion was due to our contractor’s diligence in meeting a rigorous schedule 

set by our infrastructure team at DDC, with work performed 7 days a week in multiple shifts. In addition, we would not 



have been able to finish early without the constant support of our colleagues at the Departments of Environmental 

Protection and Transportation, and the cooperation of the area’s private utility companies.” 

The new infrastructure, as well as upgrades to existing water mains, will provide redundancy in the water distribution 

system that will help minimize disruptions to service during scheduled or emergency repair work. In addition to the 

installation of the large trunk mains, the work also included: 

• The replacement of 3,650 feet of distribution water mains 

• The construction of 12,500 square yards of roadway pavement 

• The restoration of nearly 8,000 square feet of sidewalks 

• The installation of six catch basins 

• The construction of 14 fire hydrants 

• The addition of 600 feet of steel concrete curb 

Reconstruction work took place on 59th Street from 3rd Avenue to 1st Avenue; 3rd Avenue from 58th Street to 60th 

Street; and 1st Avenue from 58th Street to 60th Street. The project began in 2010, was funded by DEP and managed by 

DDC. 

Upgrading water distribution and sewer infrastructure is a central part of DEP’s capital plan, with more than $225 million in 

spending planned for Manhattan over the next 10 years. Since 2002, DEP has invested a record $10.5 billion in the City’s 

water supply and distribution systems. The Bloomberg Administration has committed $4.5 billion to the construction of 

City Water Tunnel No. 3 alone – more funding for the tunnel than the previous five administrations combined. The 

Manhattan portion of the Tunnel is anticipated to be placed into service by the end of 2013 and will mark the first time in 

15 years that a segment of the tunnel has been activated. This will complete tunnel construction in Manhattan. 

Construction of the Tunnel 3 began in 1970 and once all tunnel sections are complete it will allow for the inspection and 

repair of Tunnels 1 and 2 for the first time since they were put into service in 1917 and 1936 respectively. 

DEP manages New York City’s water supply, providing more than one billion gallons of water each day to more than nine 

million residents, including eight million in New York City. The water is delivered from a watershed that extends more than 

125 miles from the city, comprising 19 reservoirs and three controlled lakes. Approximately 7,000 miles of water mains, 

tunnels and aqueducts bring water to homes and businesses throughout the five boroughs, and 7,500 miles of sewer lines 

and 96 pump stations take wastewater to 14 in-city treatment plants. DEP has nearly 6,000 employees, including almost 

1,000 in the upstate watershed. In addition, DEP has a robust capital program, with a planned $14 billion in investments 

over the next 10 years that will create up to 3,000 construction-related jobs per year. This capital program is responsible 

for critical projects like City Water Tunnel No. 3; the Staten Island Bluebelt program, an ecologically sound and cost-

effective stormwater management system; the city’s Watershed Protection Program, which protects sensitive lands 

upstate near the city’s reservoirs in order to maintain their high water quality; and the installation of more than 820,000 

Automated Meter Reading devices, which will allow customers to track their daily water use, more easily manage their 

accounts and be alerted to potential leaks on their properties. For more information, visit nyc.gov/dep, like us on 

Facebook at facebook.com/nycwater, or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/nycwater 


