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Resolution #40
A Resolution Against Further Budget Cuts to Schools

Whereas, for several years, our schools have suffered significant budget cuts that have resulted in reduction or loss of programs and services for our students, reduction in staff which in some cases has led to increased workload for some of the remaining staff, and overcrowding in our classrooms; 
 
Whereas, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who has projected a $3 billion dollar surplus in the City’s budget, is proposing to cut school based funding, which will force our public schools to further reduce or eliminate services and programs and/or to lay off staff; 

Whereas, the central offices of the Department of Education continue to support high salaried non-instructional staff, whose contribution to the education system does not have an impact in direct classroom services; 

 
Whereas, over the last several years, Kindergarten enrollment has been steadily increasing in many neighborhoods in District 2 and class sizes in many District 2 schools are larger than the City’s own Class Size Reduction Plan targets, with some classes exceeding the UFT class size limits;
 
Whereas, currently at least four elementary schools in District 2 have Kindergarten waitlists with more than 50 students on each list, necessitating more resources to our schools, not less; and


Whereas, the City’s education system has already lost thousands of teachers through attrition, and these positions have not been replaced, 
 
Be It Resolved, that the Communication Education Council District 2 calls for the Chancellor to impose a moratorium on further budget cuts to direct school services, and  in these difficult economic times that the education of children be prioritized and that any reductions come from non-direct school services; 

Be It Further Resolved, that the CECD2 urges the DOE to safe guard classes against further class size increases; and

Be It Further Resolved, that the CECD2 demands that the Mayor develop alternatives to balance the budget in such a way that allows our schools to maintain the teaching staff necessary to provide a high quality education for our children
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