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East Midtown Traffic Alert:
President Obama Visits East Side 
on Tuesday, March 29  

President Obama will be in Manhattan tomorrow -- Tuesday, March 29 -- and New Yorkers should expect significant traffic disruptions throughout Manhattan, especially on the East Side, Upper West Side, and in Harlem.

From Gridlock Sam's column in today's New York Daily News:


The President will land at Kennedy Airport between 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. before boarding a chopper bound for a site on the East Side between 116th and 135th Sts. Then he'll motorcade down the FDR Drive to the 96th St. exit and make his way across town to the American Museum of Natural History between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. Central Park West from 72nd to 86th Sts., all East Side avenues and the 79th St. Transverse road will be frozen shut. The West Side Highway will be by far the better option for most of the day, with the FDR subject to full closures in both directions from 145th to 42nd Sts. throughout the duration of the President's visit

After the museum, the President will motorcade back across town to the FDR Drive and head to the U.S. Mission to the UN for a ribbon-cutting ceremony at First Ave. and 45th St. First Ave. from 42nd to 48th Sts. will be closed from about 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Then it's off to Harlem about 6 p.m. via the FDR Drive to the 125th St. exit for two events. He'll dine with donors at the Red Rooster Restaurant on Lenox Ave. between 125th and 126th Sts. before heading to a reception at the Studio Museum on 125th St. between Lenox and Seventh Aves. The President will be in Harlem until about 10 p.m.

Then, after a long day, the President will chopper back to Kennedy Airport for the flight back to Washington. The RFK Bridge will also be subject to freezes for the duration of his visit, so please use the Madison Ave. or 145th St. bridges for Bronx-Manhattan travel or the Throgs Neck Bridge for Bronx-Queens travel (there's ongoing construction on the Whitestone Bridge).

When the President is moving about, drivers will be frozen in their tracks in the the area bounded by Central Park West and the FDR Drive and 135th to 42nd Sts.

That's why the subway is the best bet Tuesday. Several bus routes - including the M7, M10, M15, M100-102, M60 and Bx15 and the M35 coming off the RFK Bridge - are subject to heavy delays and diversions. I'll be tweeting all day Tuesday, so stay up to date on the presidential gridlock at www.twitter.com/GridlockSam.

 

If additional details or closures come to our attention, we'll keep you apprised.

 

East Midtown Partnership advisories are compiled from a number of public and private sources, including the New York Police Department, Department of Small Business Services, and Street Activities Permit Office.  If you are aware of additional resources, please contact us at 212-813-0030, or e-mail info@eastmidtown.org.
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