Below is a media alert for Asphalt Green’s The Big Swim, a photo-friendly event on Saturday, May 14 featuring more than 900 NYC school children ages 6-12 swimming in a free swim meet with Olympians handing out medals to each swimmer.
 
There are at least three possible news angles for this event:
 
1) Public school children from Harlem learning how to swim as a way to combat childhood obesity and how to be safe in the water to reduce minority drowning rates;
         Forty-three percent of the public school children in grades K-5 are overweight;
         Twenty-four percent of the public school children in grades K-5 are obese;
         And African-American children are three times as likely to drown as Caucasian children;
 
2) Children learning how to swim and be safe in the water for the summer months;
 
3) Raising awareness (and ultimately funds) for NYC not-for-profit Asphalt Green’s Waterproofing program, which teaches public school children how to swim and be safe in the water – free of charge.
 
 
MEDIA ALERT
Free Youth Swim Meet Raises Awareness of Childhood Obesity & Pool Safety in NYC
 
WHAT:
The Big Swim® is a free swim meet open to all children ages 6-12 who are not already members of a swim team. This day-long event is designed to raise awareness of the epidemic of childhood obesity in New York City, promote water safety as the summer swimming season approaches, and raise funds for Asphalt Green’s Waterproofing program (see WHY below) – which addresses both issues. Held in Asphalt Green’s 50-meter Olympic standard indoor pool, this unique event offers children of all backgrounds a chance to experience the thrill of participating in an organized swim meet – hopefully inspiring many of them to make swimming a healthy, life-long habit.
 
WHEN:
Saturday, May 14, 2011
11:15am – Boys & Girls ages 10 – 12 compete in the 25-yard freestyle
1:30pm – Boys & Girls ages 6 – 7 compete in the 25-yard freestyle
3:00pm – Boys & Girls ages 8 – 9 compete in the 25-yard freestyle
 
WHERE:
The George Delacorte Pool
Asphalt Green’s AquaCenter
1750 York Avenue (at 91st Street)
 
WHO:
Asphalt Green (www.asphaltgreen.org) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to assisting individuals of all ages and backgrounds achieve health through a lifetime of sports and fitness. Situated on a beautiful 5½-acre Upper East Side campus, it is New York City’s premier athletic complex – acknowledged for its unparalleled sports and fitness programs for all ages and athletic levels – and a valuable resource to the surrounding communities.
 
Asphalt Green will open a second campus in late 2011 on North End Avenue in Battery Park City. The 52,000 square-foot community center will feature a 25-yard pool, warm-water teaching/exercise pool, fitness center, gymnasium, studios, classrooms, culinary center, 156-seat theater, and other multi-use spaces.
 
WHY:
Asphalt Green is dedicated to combating childhood obesity. The organization understands that to break children’s sedentary habits requires getting them passionate about sports and fitness. The Big Swim was created in 1996 to give kids an opportunity to experience the thrill of swimming and to raise awareness its Waterproofing program that teaches children how to swim and be safe in the water – free of charge. The program goes beyond simple swim instruction and works to get the kids excited about swimming.
 
CONTACT:
Christina Klapper
Asphalt Green
Office: 646.981.2261
Day of Event: 480.620.3233
cklapper@asphaltgreen.org
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